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Soviet indoctrination is undertaken to create communigtic morality

TSR

as defined by the Soviet Communist Party. Youth indoctrination is
critical, Attitudes instilled at an early age are practiced more
ratusally than ones imposed in adulthood. The genexally consistent

t 1line, influenced by various cultural and ideological factors, is one
[ - of militaristic patriotism, Effects of such a long-term theme are

3 difficult t» reverse quickly, Indsed, the growth of Soviet glotal

- strength combines uncomfortably with such indoctrination, Any future
modification of Party dominance may prove to be of less momentithan

~» the Party's legacy, However, human demands and weaknesses friktrate

- indoctrination program goals, “

* o
TR '\‘\

*The ocontent of this paper is solely the responc.bility of the author,
1 This paper does not represent in any way official policy of the Depart-
ment of Defense or of the United States Air Force,
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PREFACE

In 1970 the national Soviet youth organization, the Komsomol, held
a congress or convention during which the delegates received the current
Party line and reviewed past Komsomol activities,

Five thousand delegates aged 25-35 attended, representing the
millions of youth in this mammoth organization, which includes 27 million
card-carrying communist party membars, A number of the delegates were
“ressed in ammy uniforms. There wexe no “hippies” to be seen, no beards,
no long hair,

At the opening session of the Congress Party Secretary Breshnev
spoke, He compared the unrest of the youth in the West with the calm
in the Soviet Union, He spoke of deepening social crises in the VWest,
*Soviet wouth.” he contrasted, “are growing up morally-healthy, enor-
getic and ambitious , , . full of energy and enthusiasm for the fight
for the cause of the Party, Jor the cause of comunisl."l

By boing elected, the delegates showed that they were the most
7olitically active of their peers, While they were waiting for the
neeting to start, they shouted in rhythm, "Glory to the Partyl™ and
“Lenin is with usl wl

Contrasted to the troubled youth scene in the West and given that
the above scene is basically indicative of Soviet youth attitudes, there
would seem to be an enormous behavioral gap between the two,

In the United States the amount of money paid each year for school
books anc the results of vandalism in schools is the same--$500 1111105.3
In Britain extortion among youth is so widespread that even : ix year clds

are running extortion rackets.u In Tokyo groups of youth, though

11
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% l reportedly sober, “release energy” by racing through busy strests oa
:: motorcycles at speeds up to 100 miles per hour.5

1 At the same time that youth crime and unrest ave growing in the

. West, various educators and social workers insist that more pemissive-

§, ness and less discipline arc the answers to the problem., One schocl

-- superintendent in the United States ruled out coloring books because

* he said that ooloring within printed lines teeches conformity. A school

: board voted to provide electronic calculators to junior high students

" with deficiencies in the performance of mathematics pmblm.6 Also in

the United States, students rights are being proposed to include the

right to sue parents and to leave school.7 In North Carolina a schoo’.

board listened to students' views fawring a controversial textbook v:d

subsequently overruled the objections of their pamts.a
Albvert Bardura wrote that social practices should be evaluated in

tems of the effects that they have on the objects of such practices

rather than in terms of the humanitarian intent of the pnctitionera.9

The effec*s in our socisty are quite visible and easy to research, The

West is today the most technically advanced social composite on earth,

Yet, we see this snciety degenerating., There seems to be a relationship

between the amount of social sxperimenting and the lewvel of social de-

generacy., A well-known university in Utah pmactices traditional forms

of social discipline and guidance, The students there are spirited,

highly educated and motivated along with their generally moderate behavior,.
The purpose of this paper is to examine "intents and effects" of

social manipulation in the Soviet Union as it applies to their youth,

The reader may contrast for himself the situation in the West as various

problems in the Soviet systiem are presenied below,
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It is hoped that the intentions of the Soviet leaders, as manifested
by the emphases in their social programs, should be somewhat discemible,
The effects or vesults of thes® programs are somewhat difficult to
measure accurately, due to a psucity of firs‘-hand information., Some
of the observations made below on the effects of policies are based on
interpretation of social deviation and cther reported social acts, One
writer warns, however, that, "Under conditions of highly imperfect in-

formalion, interpretation of Scviet behavior risks an over-zealous attempt

to i.sign specific and individual motives to each Soviet act that catches
our attention or provokes our conearn."n However, researching valid
and useful Soviet material is not as difficult as it has been in the
past and thus perhaps the validity of interprcrations may be enhanced.
Indigenous survey research is coming of age in the Soviet Union. The
quality and quantity is 1npmv1ng.12

Most of the material for this paper has been drawn from current
periodicals, Reliance on textbooks has been at a minimum and done only

when general theoretical or introductory material was needed as a

supplement to the core theme herein,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Soviet Union is a closed soclety which is ruled according to
autnoritarian principles by a powerful group of elitists,

The totalitarian or total control that these rulers have over their
people is used to promote carefully planned and centrally directed poli-
cies of various kinds, One of the most significant of these policies
is that which concerms their youth,

The leaders of the Soviet Union claim to be iollowers of Marxist-
Leninism and that they are creating the conditions there for a "Commu-
nist” society. This goal, they admit, will only be achieved in the
distant future and is effected by the political sta.us of the rest of
the world, They claim, reasonably enough, thit years of infusion of
non-Communist socioeconomic systems such as feudalism, capitalism, and
socialism have left a deep impression on man's way of thinki«g. Thus,
they must erase these outmoded thoughts and reeducate their populace
or educate "oirrectly” those vho do not have an establishsd point of
view,

The process of socialist education or reeducation is a pervasive
one which is manifest in slogans, movies, books, pclicies, art, and even
physical structures such as btuildings and cities, This manifestation is
said to reflect "socialist content,”

The word choszn here to best describe this provcess of education is
"indoctrinatiocn,” which is defined in Webster's dictionary as “something

which can ve smuggled in ., , . in the name of democratic ecduca,tion."l

—t
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Such a definition is fitting for the Soviets' methods as will be dis-
cussed below,

The Soviets believe that it is necessary to develop in the child,
as early as possible, an active, positive relationship to the demands
of adults, the desire to act in accordance with these demands and to do
that which is declared to be necesssry,

In following the orders, imstructions, and advice of adults, the
child demonstrates his obedience. By leaming to obey from his youth
to react to authority as something which is coampulsory, the child will
be accustoned to fulfilling demands made of him and will act accordingly
as an adult, The odject is to create, in easence, a rnew type of dis-
ciplined person, a "New Soviet ¥an,”

This nan is defined as being one whose thinking must be “correct,”
1.e, he must be dedicated to the furthexance of the rewolution and
totally convinced of the inevitability of the final victory of Communisa,

He must be "fearless, highly cultured and #per oo-potont."z

The new Soviet Man is an individuai who subordinates
his self interssta to thoses of the wider community, Ne
is solicitous of other people's welfare, a vigilant
guardian of state property and diligent in his work
habits, He shuns any ties with organised religion and
unhesitatingly supports the Party's position on all
donestic and intermational issues., He is law-abiding
and otservant of conventionsl behavior standards as de-
fined by authority, Pursuing an altermative life style
or participating in a 'counter culture' holds no attrac-
tion for him. He sitiould have & communal attitude and
manifest it in pudblic work projects,]

Naturally, the most fertile bod in which to sow these seeds is the
ainds of those whose point of view has not yst gelled, the youth,
There are several organizations or activities in which a largsr

organization, concerned with indoctrination and run by the state, operates,
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Most early influence is emitted at the places of youth general

education or schools.
The nature of Soviet schools, from the standpoint of the composi-
tion of thelir geneml curriculua is not discussed in detail in this

Lann BN

paper, Particular emphasis is given in the schools to the sciences and
- tmde fields, This is in keeping with the technical goals and needs of
- the society as dictated by the Party through the state burssucracy,

Attention will be given below to the technique of tesching which
is the element of education germans to this report, It is here that

the uniquenees of Communist education is plainly visible,

Another important organization with which virtually all Soviet
citizens are associated in one way or another is th military, Atten-
tion to the Soviet military in general and adult military indoctrination
will not be discussed in this paper, Discussion will concentmate on

military and, especially, militaristic education of the youth, This

is 3 key focel point of Soviet indoctrination,

Youth organitations in general comprise a sort of integument which
embraces a person's activities in the schools, the ailitary, and, in
fact, an, legal activity in vhich a person may participate., This under-
standing 1s critical in appreciating the extent of Soviet control over
their people,

The paper is divided into five geremal sections, The first estab-
) 1ishes an understanding of some apparent basic Russian and Communist
motives, goals, and jargon and how they effect policies, The second
section describes the forming of the institutions of youth indoctrina-

tion, The next section examines contemporary youth indoctrination., It

is here vnat the pervasiveness of Communist indoctrination is discussed,




i o s R S v ) S5 b S e P R L I T R T O St R

The emphasis of Soviet indoctrinatjon is made clear in this section,

i

|

I The fourth section exanines the apparent 2ud theoretical effects of the

] indoctrination program, The effect of such a far-reaching, all-encom~
passing, and long-term program should be difficult to reverse quickly.

l Thus, somewhat concrete Soviet goals should be evident from the content

of the Soviet youth indoctrination program. The last section deals with

pachvad v o v

E . *he¢ dichotomy in which detente, a prevalent contemporary Soviet policy,
% - 1s contrasted to militaristic indoctrination which is superficially
* opposed to the content of detente,
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CHAPTER II
FACTORS BEHIND AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET POLICY

Thomas Harly wrote in The Dynasts that history takes form with no
more determinisn thzn has a knitter whose fingers play in skilled ummind-
fulness, "The will is Wcven With an absent heed, sure life first was;
and ever will so weave," Viscount Morley, an Znglish statesman and
writer, said that historic sense forbids us to judge results by motive,
or real conseguences hy the ideals and intentions of the actor who pro-
duced then.l

The Soviets, for their part, reject such a point of view, They,
under Lenin's tutelage, have taken it upon themselves, in violation of
the Marxist teachings to which they profess, to make history march to
their own drum beat,

Certainly voluntarism is nothing new in the dreams of men, nor may
we say that the Soviets hzve changed the course of events around them,
or will, Nevartneless, uhair central driving force is to shape man's
destiny while at the same ti:¢ c¢laiming that such a destiny is inevi-
table, That driving force is manifested in the Soviet program fur the
development of the youth of today, their future leaders,

Soviet programs are supposedly undertaken only after careful scien-~
tific scrutiny and may appear as schemes with purely ideological or
Marxist-Leninist foundations, Surely, as will be seen, the Soviets
claim that there is no such thing as a non-political act, They have
attempted from the day that they seized power to insure that their every

act displays movement toward their goal of Communism and, a* least in
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the present stage, reflects “socialist content.” This does not mean that

they are either successful in this, nor that their objectives and “social-
ist content” do not sometimes turn out to be leas ideologically determined
and based somewhat on their heritage,

It is necessary then to bezin bty examining briefly certain Russian
and Communist developments and Soviet ideology which form the character
of policy and its mechanism and generally guide them, If this is pointed
out, it may help the reader to consider what may be traditional Russian
interests and what are Communist ones,

Through history the Russians have displayed certain basic tendencies
such as a nropensity for centralism, ¢ sthodoxy tc a creed or ideology,

2 These tendencies should con-

and a fear of attack or defensiveness,
tribute to the character of Soviet policies in general,

The Byzantine system in Russia was quite autocmatic and subscribed
to the concept of the oneness of church and state., Extreme centraliza-
tion with a heavy ideological basis nas, since then, developed as a
precept to Russian ‘hhink:lng.3 It ewlved that the politicel regime
protected orthodoxy and that orthodoxy had to be spread,

The evolving self-burdened role of the tsay was the obligation of
unifying the Slavs and subordinating other Russian princes to the Prince
of Moscow.u

It is argued that the Soviet Russians of today remain dedicated to
an ideology or that they are ideology bound, This is difficult to support
in the affirmative, at least categorically, because their ideology has
been altered greatly in order to allow ther to survive and advance,

They do cling tenaciously to certain tenets thoush.5

Ideology in anyone's hands can be a flexible ool to be held as a
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guiding light or sacred composition of inviolably detemministic prophe-

cies, But the moment ideology is changed in order to suit current needs,

e RN AT T
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1¢ cannot serve as a basis for prophesying the specific goals or policies
of its "adherents.”

Waldemar Gurian wrote;

[ v

2

We can track down the origin of a theory and study its thesis,
but we cannot foresee what foms it will assume or tn what
results it will lead, It changes with the course of time;
circumstances often cause secondary details to become of

: .. primary importance, and what seemed of the utmost moment to

3 ; the originators recedes into the ‘na.cquvzmmi.6

nenas §
)

b , Ideology generally acts as a sanction for action, By itself it can
serve to stimulate creative thought, The central function is psycho-

4 logical and ethical, It helps in retention of purpose and provides a

/ ' set of maxins, However, the constant proclamation of a lofty ideology

; ' vhile practicing expedient policies can have a numbing effesct on the
objects of this dichotowny,

No aspect of /Communist/ regimes is more intriguing than
the increasingly psychological and manipulative role assigned
1< ideology by the Communists at the expense of its matiomal,
3 intellectual integrity and the corresponding need for members
of the society to find intellectual outlets elsewhere,’

The Soviets "show a great deal of ingenuity in explaining to the

: ‘ faithful how the policies which they pursue can be reconciled with the
' dogma which they profess to believe."e
The ideologicaily motivated war mentality typical of the Bolsheviks
in 1918 has changed into a more mathodological, pragmatic, and even
cynical policy tod-s.y.9 Cynical because the Soviets expend great energies
on the study of rewolution and, with the emotions of earlier days having

subsided and with the failure of dogmatic applications, have deliberately
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arrived at a vseudo-Marxist, but far more likely to succeed, forxula,

The relationg~ip of this formula to youth indoctrination will be dis-

(AT A ARAR gy ]

cussed below,
The ne-d fovr vigilance is a prevalent theme in Soviet propaganda.

H They cite instarces ana suspicions of plots which are intended, they

v 30 RFENT IR WAV

say, to ham the gains of the rewlution, Such a defensiveness is not

ey

unique to the Soviet era in Russia,
At the time the Russians were implanting orthodoxy and the dynastic

: corcept, the West was developing along different lines and saw the emer-

wr s Vo AR Rl e e Se AR, e
]

g gence of the nation state, With this cawe Russia's real isolation of
, B several hundred years after the Mongols, an alien outside force, de-
: ’ stroyed the Kievan Russ culture (1240-1480 A,D.), The mentality of the
fortress state with = military character emerged largely from this and
similar occurrences, This defensive attitude is pervasive in Russian

policy in general,

TWF TR Rt AR W

1 ' The Russians, thus, have been traditionally at odds with their
neighbors, An outlook of constant struggle, encirclement, and fight to

] the finish typify their point of view, Communist or not.

1 v /They perhaps/ imagine that someone else harbors_aggres-
. eive impulses or designs similar to those in /their/ own

: subconscious, Committed as they are to fight capitalism,

4 . they cannot imagine that the ngn-Commnist vorld could ever
3 ) really accept their existence,i®

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Europe, in iis inter-
national relations, was characterized generally by ideological (religicus)
conflicts, However, from the mid-seventeenth to the end of the nineteent

A i century, except for the period of the French Resvolution, the pursuit of

national power overshadowed religious motives, This allowed the scope
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E i of purely strategic or pragmatic considemations to become much broader,

& i Such pragmatisa, if not opportunism, began to find itself among certain

' : T+ Russian rewolutionary circles,

£ 4 To a large degree such contiderations were hidden from or ignored

{

by ihic somewhat idealistic liberal democrats who thought that they saw

<

L e e
[ 1oL

their ideals materializing in this historic period, ¢t would be diffi-

[ YRR |

cult to say that certain revolutionary minds were closer to reality,

>

Nevertheless, the eruption of World War I fulfilled the most gloomy con-

[T

cepts of man’s worst traits and horrified and disillusioned the liberal
P democrats,
Revolutionary thought, combined with the disastrous effect of World

§ ) War I and the Russian situaticn in particular, allowed the Bolsheviks

to take over with their forceful tactics and disciplined organiza.tlon.n
? The victory of voluniaristic revolutionary theory widened the gulf be-
! tween the vindicated Marxist-Leninists and the "deteminiatic" Marxists

and other rewolutionariss, Much of the character of Soviet policies is
| colored by the opportunism and pragmatism which more and more overshadowed
1daclogical "purity.”

It is constructive to digreas &« bit mcye here in order to see youth
indoctrination from the perspective of Soviet woluntaristic ideology and
1te place in their strategy of rewlution and maintenance of power,

The ey to the success of the rewluilion domestically or abroad has
bean found by the Soviets tc be the intense organieation of dedicated
professional revoiutionaries combined with the centivl of inztruments of
soclal esntrol and coercion,l2 The most critical element of control is
the military, though the Soviets in vaxyling stages and combinations of

infiltxation and takeover, have cuncentrated on the volica, newspapers,
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key enterprises, labor unions, and banks,

ve wea

¥ass support for the Communists comes from the disenfrancnised,

R T

those who have “nothing to lose" and/or those who are idealistic, naive,

NS

and susceptible to sweeping emotional programs of change, The type or

¥ class of person Tittiug into this category varies from society to

TR} TR TR

society, but the youth remain basically, in any socciety, the perfect
g, "culture” in which to grow the virus of revolution.l3
Once puwer has been seized and the situation has beern "stabilized,”
4 .. the Communists must maintain their power hold, This involves not only

control of the political and economic structure but also the social

IR AR

structure, Housing and job allocation, control of travel, food "chits,"

general surveillance, a system of informers and the incessant promulga-

L= e L st el

tien of the Party line or indoctrination generally insure the status quo .

The use of physical forre or outright terror is not necessary, though it

3 always remains as an alternative.lu

g

The 3oviets realize that their formula for rewlution is a two-way
street and thvs must be alert, or vigilant, as they say, for counter.
; revolution, It is, then, important from an offensive and defensive
standpoint to train their own citizens, to manipulate motivation, and

to a degree, thought, sn that their citizenry might act in a predetermined

way., According to one observer, motivation control i3 the essence of
Soviet totalitarianism and the Russian Communists' most original con-
‘l:r:lb\.n’.ior't.:.’5

Lenin was the first statesman to bring together militay and politi-~
cal thought in an innovative way in order to produce an ideological
16

force, It {8 the contribution of his rewolutionary element to the

Russian defensiveness which has generated Soviet Communism,
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At this point, attention should be given to the connotations of
specific elements, concertions, or jargon used in Soviet indoctrination,
The mearing of policies and tems could be confused if not understood
within their ideological contaxt,

The element of struggls holds a prominent role in Soviet indoctrina-
tion programs, Lenin was dediceted to struggle, He studied Clausewits
tut reversed Clausewitz's famous maxim and stated that politics is the
continuation of war by other nea.ns.17

Struggle, or the dialectic, is supposed to produce something differ-
ent, new, or advanced, It will be seen that struggle, war, and military
preparedness are a main theme in the Soviet indoctrination program.

The idea of stru:zle is expressed by a question: "Who will win?"
or who beats whom {(kto-kovo in Russian)., The effect produced or desired
is that of an ever present enemy of some sort, or good against evil, or
ligrt versus dark,

The concept of kto-kovo, being a question, allows that the Soviet
Communists might lose, at least temporarily, Lenin wrote in 1920:

as long as capitalism and sucialism exist, we cannot 1live
in peace, in the end one or the other will triusph - a
funeral dirge will be sung either over the Soviet Republic
or over World Capitalism, 8

Lenin was convinced of the iuportance of struggle and had great
insight into the power phenomenon., Lenin's moiive was not coexistence
tut total victory, This victory or final peace is contingent on the
party's victory.lg

In no way decss the Soviet use of the word "peace" insinuate pacifism,
"Consistent rewolutionaries,” thav say, "have nothing in common with

plain pacifism or *‘non~resistance to evil."'zo
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As the Communist word "peace® is qualified as a "just and demo-
cratic one” so they also qualify war, *“Class substance” is the criteria
they apply to the question of war or peace, i.e, there are "just” and
"unjust” uars.n
wars which do not further the rewlution. Such wars may be labeled

Communists are not pacifists and only oypvse those

"imperialist wars of conquest,” for example,

A ocongress of Communist philosovhers in Varna in 1973 said that
Marxist-Leninists"hate wars” but cannot reject them on prlnciple.z‘:
In fact, a lsading Party figure said, also in 1973, that the Soviet
Union fully recognized "the legitimacy, progressiveness and necessity
of civil war."23 Indeed, if deemed necessary, the Soviets may inter-
vene militarily in another country., Socialist internationalism is their
call word for foreign intervention and aggression, "The reaponsibility
of a Soviet citizen for the well-being and prosperity of the motherland
is inseparable from a profound interest in the fate of the world libera-
tion movement,” Pravda prochiud.zu

They say that patriotism is internationalist but nationalisa is
bourgeois, Nationalism, they explain, promotes the exclusiveness of
one's own ocountry and thus serves the interests of the "ruling class,”
It is acceptable to be a Soviet nationalist patriot, however, since the
Soviet Union is the main base of Communism and thus ultimateliy benefits
the entire cause of world revolution.zs

The objective of a Communist peace or "anti-war" movement is there-
fore not rooted in nor motivated by pacifism but is part of an effort to
de-promote something which is either harmful, not helpful to the rewolu-

tion, or serves as a handy object of anti-war sentiment which stirs in

the breast of most men, One Communist writer put it more bluntly, He



said that the anti-war movement serves to radically alter the system of
international relations and make (so-called) detente 1mver31b10.26

The effective use of anti-war movements is clever and gains wide
popularity because of its appeal to popular, if not universal, morality.
This appeal to what is "good” or moral is an effective tool in the Soviet
hands since it is difficult for one to argue against morality per se,

The Kremlin must nimbly juggle the contrsdiction in their domestic
policy between presenting themselves as proporeats of peace, no matter
how qualified, and putting forward the line of constant struggle, They
must be careful when they justify things in tems of morality too.
Univerual morality is rejected by ths Communists themselves, Value

Judgments based on universality are considered bourgeois, "“Goodness®
or "badness" is a politfically defined quality to them,

Their foundations being irrolevant to mores their morality
surely need not be otherwise, They thus seek practical
methods by which extent social power structures might be
locsened and then dismantled, and ways in which in the
aeantime these hostile power structures could be exploited
to the Communists tactical advantage, Their means are
open to sobriety and flexibility; however they are not
committed to means fand thus/ they can cynically employ
incompatable means simultaneously,Z’

The victory of Communism is deemed so important that it serves as
justification that any means may be employed to achieve this end ox to
further the rewlution, The "sacred causes" of the Crusaders cr the
Moors were carried out under such messianic banners, as was the Spanish

Inquisition,

Devotion to Communism - behavior appropriate to the needs
of the construction of Communist society is the moral be-
havior of people, We judge the moral image of a man from
the point of view whether his actions are in accordance
with the needs for the construction of communism,%
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Anything which furthers the rewolution is moral, The only thing
immoral is that which, or thoss who, hinder progress towsrd ¢:u.un:ln.‘29
In fact, the Communists say that being moral can be immoral, "Where
moral opposition to force or a moral commitment to military victory
onters the picture, the scove of stmtegy is correspondingly restricted
and the prospects of continuing political success are accordingly sacri-
ficed."Bo

This rationals has bsen a key to Communist advances and at the
sane time considered by them to be a major weakness in their opponents
who are often hesitant because of mormlizing and debating over whether
applying similar tactics to the Communists would not make theaselves
*just 1like" the Gomnists.31

Various laws and legal norms themselves are subordinate to the
"laws” of class struggle, to the laws of socialist development, Pravda

claimed in 1968

One must not lose a class approach [to the invasion of
Czecwslovakia, for example/ because of fomal juridicial
consilerations, Whoever does so renvunces the only true
class criterion in appraising legal norms and begins to
peasure events by the yardotick of bourgeois law,J)?2

Lenin sald that rewlutionaries "who are unable to combine 1llegal
forms of struggle with every form of legal struggle are poor revolution-
aries 1ndood."3 3

This rationalization of select morality is a main characteristic
of Soviet policles, Certain Soviet policies might seem contradictory
or appear as conciliatory or compromising, Indeed, they are likely to
be an expedient to serve in some way the strengthening of the Soviet

Union,
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Thus, the Soviets may ally with Egypt while Zgypt has outlawed
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I the Communist party and imprisoned local Comaunisis, The political
situation in Egypt is thus basically irrelevant and hardily implies that

1 Egypt is going “red,” An alliance is as good as the intention of the

1 signatories, Any allianc: may be broken and the political value gained
ir the meantine may be Zeemed to outweigh the iieological "compromise.”

i Lenin, when referring to support that the Communists had given to

- the socialists, likened it to the support a rope gives to a hanged lﬂn.y‘

i“ He analogised the friendships, pacts, tactics, etc, used in the rewolu-

. tion to the zigzag course a mountain climber follows,

. ¢ « «To refuse beforehand to maneuver, to u’ilize the con-

‘ flict ., . . among one's enemies, to refuse to temporise
and compromise with possible allies, is not this ridiculous
in the extreme? 1Is it not as though, when making a diffi-
cult asoent of an unexplored and hitherto inaccessible
mountain, we were to refuse beforehand ever to move in
sig-zage, ever to retrace our steps, ever to abandon the
course once selected to try others?35
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: The need to emphasize the Soviet view on peace and war and tactics

: will become evident in the discucsion concerning the emphasis of their

indoctrination program., Of course, Soviet motive forces and reasconing
nust be kept in »ind throughout the course of this paper, Their
reasoning starts from a basic point of preconceived ideas or truths,
The Soviet Communists claim to be in posseéssion of the laws of
historical development and that they can forscast history, They insist
that their evaluations and conclusions are scientific, Whatever their
claims and whatever elements Marxist-Leninisam has introduced to th2
Russian culture, Russian heritage provides important ingredients to
their behavioral makeup, The Soviets' tortuous rationale might quickly

build a wall between them and a non-Marxist-Leuinist if not cloud their




intentions unless the non-Marxist-Leninist understands the slements of
their raticnale,

Whether {t be ams control, the cunference on security and coopera-
tion in Burope, detente in general or policies conceining the indocirina-
tion of their own youth, we must be careful in our analyser of the
forces behind the policies, In atteapting to detemine Communizt objec-
tives, we must not only expect policies to reflect a certain character,
we must oonsider the effects of a given policy to separate objectives

from tactics,
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4 ;" CHAPTER I1I

THE NEED FOR INSTITUTIONS
i It §is necessary to turm now to a discussion of the Soviet Commu-
; rdsts® state bureaucracy and the dsvelopment of organs of youth in-

doctrination,

To discuss the Soviet indoctrination program and its associated

AR

bureaucracy without first mentioning the concept of che destruction
: of the state would appear to be taking the Soviet buresucracy for

granted,
Marx claimed that the state epitomized and was the instrument of

sl o ey

class npzusion.l The existencs of the Soviet State should be an
anathema to a Marxist, especially since the later rmationalization that

the rewvolution must be protected and preserved is a rude distortior of

A 1T PRI LT

a theory which claims at the same time that the victory of Communisa is

insvitable,

Ltk i

A However, even Marx saw tho necessity for the rewolutionary forces
to organize themselves intc a power structure in order to overcome the
"bourgecisie” and sweep away “by force the old conditions of pmduction."2

Lenin wrote in State and Rewlution that so long as the state exists

there is no fmdou.3

The destruction of the state structure remained an essential element
of Communist theory but Lenin explained that the destruction of the state
is dependent upon the rapidity of the development of the higher phase of
Communism which ocould be reached only by protracted stmggle.l"

After Stalin had seized power, he realired the difficulty and

enomity of building a strong viable Soviet entity or power base, This
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task required a nuge state -echanin.s ‘Thus, the elimination of the

state is postponed in practice, The need to destroy the state seems to
be clouded by current rhetoric,

Since the state was to disappear along wiith the destruction of the
coercive "modes of pruduction” and since Lenin's seizure of power leap-
frmgeed Marx's oonceived flow of historical stages, Communist doctrine
has little to say about the physical structure of a state, Soviets dc
try t0 build their state and its elements so that they might ref.sct a
socialist character,

Thus, at least according to the way the Soviets claim to envision their
bureaucracy, the existence of the Soviet state apparatus does not mean that
ths Soviets are converging with Western political and governmental concepts
per se, Technical advancement and bureaucratic functions seem to be uni-
versally applied and thus, for the most part, unrelated to 1deolosy.6

There is no doubt, however, that the state mechanism remains totally
dirscted by the Party, The Party insures that reeducation and indoctri-
nation are "smuggled in* to bureaucratic operations vherever and whenever
possible, This is whence Soviet education, military training, youth
organizations, clubs, newspapers, etc, receive their character,

From birth to death a person's 1life in the Soviet Union is conatantly
being affected by poiicies emanating from communal or socialist imperatives,
The various institutions in which indoctrination may take place and where
socialist qualities may be instilled play a key role in accoaplishing this,

The Soviets would like to take a child at birth and place him in
a scientific upbringing envimment.7 Not only would the child ba re-
moved from "undesirable"” influences at home, Mt his socialist maturity

could be carefully developed, Naturally, the first problem with such a
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plan would be the conflict with a basic social institution, an institu-
tion which has long existed in mcst societies-~the family.

Marx was very clear in his statement about dissolving the family
- in order to stop the "exploitation" of children by their yhrents.s
- Alexandra Kollontai envisioned the Soviet State as a “free union"

of men and women who are lovers and comrades,

The worker mother who is conscious of her social function
will rise to a point where she no longer differentiates be-
tween yours and mine; she must remember that these are hence
forth only 'our' children, those of the Communist State, the
common possessions of all workers ,?

In the early days of the revolution, the family was said to exploit
Wwomen, Lenin's wife, Krupskaya, called for the liberation of women and
children from families.lo

The requirements of the Soviet industrial revolution, social re-
sistance, and creeping bourgeoisification altered early plans, Social
and economlc requirements especially called for stability. In the 1930's
the family unit became more and more desirable and ultimately the only
accepted social unit, Divorces became difficult to obtain, Housing
allocations were such that even divorced persons wer2 not guaranteed
that they could move away from their estranged partners.l1

The austerity of the early years has heen eroded, There remains
a number of ill soclal =ffects from the Kremlin‘s policy to subvert the
family in order to more perfectly control and indoctrinate its citizens,
A, Svesenko, a Russian philosopher, wrote that the youth today are poorly
prepared for the problems and realiti+s of married, i.,e, family life,
According to a reporter, "The failure to prepare young people for con-

jugal 1ife can be traced in part to ., , ., official Soviet policy."12




Certainly there is somewhat of a dilemma between the ideological
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needs of Party control over each individual, which is considered to be
hampered by the family unit, and the needs of building Communism, which
is largely dependent upon the material abundance of an advanced economy
and which in tum has been most readily ass' =d bty a basically sound
family unit, The dilemma is further compliicated by the decline in birth
i rate, apparently because of labor demands on men and women and the lack
of adequate child care facilities to allow women to lighten their weekly
work load,

However, ideological imperatives plus certain realities encourage
the occasional renewal of statementis concerning "progressive" family
poiicies,

S, G, Strumilin said that love and control with parents is impor-

tant but communal institutions of upbringing are the way, and that man
and vife, the former family, will then merge into collective adult
houssholds.13 The resultant public furor caused a restatement of policy
to the effect that the Party never considered it possible to supplant
the family by society.lb

In 1956 collective upbringing was given impetus by the establish-

ment of boarding schools (internats or shkoly intematy) which were

called "schools of the new type" or "schools of the prolonged day.”l5
The student would go to school early and return home at 6 T .M, The cost

and plausibility caused the plan to drift.16 A, G, Kharchev said that non-

family upbringing deprived youth of necessary psychological ltinulation.l?
‘These apparent retreats have not meant a surrender in the Soviets'
desire to influence each person individually and advance toward a com-

munally structured society, The following quote by Makarenko is
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Our family is . , . an organi~ part of Soviet society, . . .
Our parents a-e not without autnority either, but this
authority is only the reflecticn of social authority. In
handing over to them a certain measure of social authority,
the Soviet state demands from them correct upbringing /i.e.
indoctrination/ of future citizens, Nor is the family the
sole or sven the principal delegate of the society for the
upbringing of children, Such primary responsibility is
vested in still another social structure, the children's
collective , . , such collectives constitute the basic
structural units in all Soviet Bmgms designed for the
care or education of children,l

The future of state influence over Soviet youth is envisioned as

follows by one Soviet writer:

e o o in the house families are living, Next door or not
far away there is a building in which a boarding school
complex is situated, Children from nursery to senior
high school age spend their entire day there btut in the
evening, when their parents come home from work, they meet
with their children, On those evenings when the parents
are busy with civic obligations or go to the theater, the
children remain in their boarding school, They stay there
too when Mother goes to a hospital or travels somewhere in
connaction with her job, , .

1/know that this is the dream of many and many a mother,
+ o + Perhaps, when we are more prosgernus, vhen we build
Communism, we shall live exactly sof 9

Soviet schools in the more typical sense have also undergone evalu-
ation by the Soviets, especially since the Bolsheviks inherited extant
educational institutions and since Communist ideals such as replacing
the family with collective upbringing institutions have so far been
frustrated,

The school is a very important institution since a student is in
"school” and under its associated influence during his important forma-
tive years, The child is under the guidance of his teachers and peers

for most of the day,
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The Soviet education sysiem is developed in a framework of rigorous
specialization and is designed to train the students to perform certain
well-defined professional tasks and to indoctrinate the students in order
to create the New Soviet Ma.n.20 The emphasis in the curriculum is not
knowledge for the sake of knowledge but ratl.er to realize the energetic
Soviet plans.21 Emphasis is on technical sciences, mathematics, etc,
There is 1ittle liberal arts or social sclences presented.

The Soviet Union has so far reaped the economic benefits of an
educated populace, though there are potential problems concerning the
emergence of a more intellectually curious and ideologically obdurate
citizenry,

Credibility is kept in check by controlling education so that events
occur in the eyes of Soviet citizens in keeping with the way Marxism-
Leninism said they must, This i3 because the leaders say that Marxism-
Leninism is a sclience and only the Party is capable of interpreting it
and guiding the masses, The Communists must write their school books
to agree with the Marxist-Leninist explanations and predictions of
soclal ewlution,

Education was not generally available to Russians until the Bolshevik
revolution after which it slowly bec ~» widespread, Soviet educaticn
has accomplished much since then, and today 1illiteracy is virtually
unknown,

The motives of Soviet education are not necessarily altruistic, how-
ever, An ignorant man cannot become "class conscious" and thus cannot
sense the revolution as well as a correctly educated one,

Wasyli Shimoniak claims that the Soviets spent generously on educa-

tion for the sake of the consolidaticn of power, "The key to what has




|

. e

23
been going on in the Communist politics,™ he says, "lies in the growth
and consolidation of personal power in the hands of small groups of men,
with education, too, being utilized to serve this purpose."22

Mass literacy was used to insure that the ideas of the dominant
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1deology recelved the widest publicity, Subsequently, the Soviet people
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get an intensely narrow view of the world and the Soviet inion's place

EAEN

in it.23
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The development of Soviet schools and educational policy was the
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product of a long and sometimes slow evolution, After the regime ~ame

to power, it sought to abolish the established hourgeois institutions

G m—

according to ideological imperatives mentioned above, The resultant

education system was somewhat anarchistic, Gradingand testing systems

and traditional classroom settings were disregarded, To a large degree
the Xomsomol was a powerful force in deciding educational policies.zu
There was no distinction between boys and girls and education was pro-
vided free,

During the civil war the lack of education policy helped to destroy
the fomer system, However, in the 1920's the etability brought about

: by a relative psace and the new econiomic policies allowed for some sober
thinking, The Party could lose control in an anarchistic situation,

The Communists had had prvblems with overzealists in training and
indoctrination, Given a free hand, inquisitions had occurred, Komsomo-
1lites were honoring the :1literate person because he epitomized the
working class, They were accusing the vwsrker who had aoquired an educa-
tion of having detached himself from the masses and cof having ceased to
be in the working class.zs Even today the effects of such a policy are

felt,
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In the Ural State University, of 483 students accepted for day
courses in 1960-61, more than half had dropped out, Students were un-
prepared for courses of study and were unable t¢ fulfill curriculum
requirements, The reason for the unpreparedness was because of the old
entrance regulation which stipulated that 80 per cent of those accepted
for entry to a higher educational institution had to be “worker quali-
fied,” That is, they had to have worked two years before applying.

The regulations are incomplete, according to one professor there, bhe-
cause in tnese conditions, the level of education is not the sole
criterion for adaission.26

The first Five Year Plan in the late 1920's had a particularly
profound effect on the Soviet society., The educational policies were
reexamined, The anarchy of the early years disappeared and was re-
placed by a rigid, disciplined system, Today the school institutions
are much like those in the West, Methods of teaching will be discussed
below,

Programs for the training of youth in military skills also began
their growth from the early days of the revolution,

The use of young people in the civil war had been somuwhat success-
ful, The growth of a coordinated program for the military training of
youth was Legun very early, Since the Bolsheviks assumed that domestic
and intemational struggle were inevitable, military defense and pre-
paredness were of utmost importance,

After the civil war, military training was promoted especially for
the members of the Komsomol youth organization with miiitary service
serving to strengthen their ideolosical reliability.Z?

In 1924 a civil defense organization was formed, the "Society of
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Friends of Chemical Defence and Chemical Industry.”

R L
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several other societies dealing with military training and civil defense

merged to form a breader group known as the Osoaviakhim, This woluntary
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organization existed until 1948, In fact, it was not until 1966 that

participation in pre-inducticn military training was mandatory except

; in times of national emergemzy.z9
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The growing Nazi threat led to increased military training in the

late 1930's, In 1939 a decree for military training in secondary schools
30

Qaisihan §

from the fifth grade on to the higher lsaming institutions was issued,

After the war, preconscription military training reverted to a woluntary

Sxmrsie A
Ed ]

status,
i In 1948 the Oscaviakhim was divided into three societies, one for
i each branch of the military, In 1951 these three vwere amalgamated and
a larger single organization inown as DOSAAF emerged [the All-Union
i Voluntary Society for Assistance to the Amy, Air Force snd Navy). >
In the late 1940's military training was linked to intensive phy-
| sical tra.ining.3 2 Marksmanship, for example, was undertaken to develop
"watchfulnees, endurance and will power,* These traits were necessary
in the defenders of the homeland, As one tesnage girl said, "today, ve
hunters are excellent marksmen, but tomorrow from the hunter will be
formed regiments and under Stalin's orders, if the homeland calls, we,
proud and brave, will march ever fomand."33
The emphasis on military training and indoctrination has not slack-
ened with the relaxation of the cold war, In the early 1960's, the Pariy
called for the strengthening of military education, In 1965 the All-Union
Youth tour was organized through which youth travel to historical rewvolu-

tionary, military, and labor sites.Ba
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In 1967 a new lav on universal military service was introduced,
Persons 18 years old would be drafted for two years of militaxy service
in the Ammy and Air Forcs, or thrse years in the Navy, or one year for
persons with higher education .35 Since the normal tour had been short-
ened, an obligatory preconscription military training program was intro-
duced, This was paralleled by an increase in civil defense 1nstmction.36

In order to oversee, coordinate, and direct all youth activilies
a youth group was needed. This group would provide indoctrination,
surveillance, social activities, organization and control of youth,

In 1918 the Young Communist League (Komsomol) was formmed, Control being
an important aspect, this youth group ocould certainly not be autonomous
or parallel the party's structure or power.37

In the Soviet Union there are, categorically, no independent non-
state-directed organizations with which a youth may associate, The
Soviet Constitution makes this law when it states that the Party is the
leading core of all organi.zations.38

The Communist Party would never allow the Komsoml to develop any
autonomy. No act by a Komsomolite would be tolerated if it in any way
presented the slightest impediment to control by the Party leaders,

"The very establishment of a youth auxiliary was delayed until control
was ausbsnred.”39 The Komsomol had to have "mass chamcter” and no rivals
in the field of youth groups, It was made as lzige as possible, consis-
vent with Party control but not so large and 80 loose as to develop
cohesiveness or mind of its own, A young Communist's party would never
be allowed, Thus, early reference to the Komsomolites as "young Commu-
nists" was later dropped, This would squelch the chance of any refomm

ewlving out of the youths' thought, They could call themselves
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“autonomous” or "self standing” but were never allowed to use the word

"1ndependent."l‘°

Voluntary movements are labeled as traitomusul

and are considered
a threat to the central powsr of the Party,

Initiative and independent thinking is cdiscouraged in the Soviel
Unicn whether it be in the fom of group or individual thinki:g or action.

I. A, Pechernikova says;

What about developing independence in children? The answer;
If a child does not obey and does not consider others, then
h's independence invariably takes ugly forms, Ordinarily
this gives rise to anarchistic behavior, which can in noy,»
way be reconciled with laws of 1living in Soviet society,

Party leaders "lashed out" at Moscow's ideological adversaries and
told the Party's twenty-fourth congress that there should be no letup
in resistance to ideas not approved by the lCremlS.n.u3

All youth organizations (including the Pioneers and Little Octo-
brists which are comprised of younger childien) are supervised by the
Central Committee and led by older officials .M The Party, the sole
ruling soclal and political force, has recruited a number of the young
educated elite to consolidate its power in part through the operation
of this vast centrally run network of youth organizations .“5

The strength and weakness of the youth program is that it is stilted
and run by political personnel and an agency of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and not a youth orxganization of, and for, you‘l‘.h.u6
The Party, perhaps kmowing that the youth program is "stilted," etc,,
Wwould have it so in preference to losing control,

Soviet policies are an attempt to insure a general trend and char-

acter, 1,e, the btuilding of a Communist or new Soviet society and the
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£ strict gutdance toward that end by the Soviet Communist Party. Though
P T
3 : i the "purity” of ideological practices may be questioned, the Soviets
E f{ i have developed a rebuttal which scems to be satisfactory to thems the
é g Party is the only organism capable of seeing the correct road to Comau-
E‘ ; g nism and may deviate as it sees fit in consideration of its own survival
. ; =n

and role, Bureaucratic institutions have been created or have been
. allowed to continue to exist to insure that survival and role, Through
g the indoctrination of its people and the subsequent progressiveness of

P their society, those deviations may be reduced in scope and frequency.,
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g’ CHAPTER IV
i

s A g Y SAPETA M AT

YOUTH INDOCTRINATION TODAY

; 3* Today the Soviets are increasing their concern for developing a
sound and reliable youth, The formative student years draw particular
attention as being the period when a good citizen is most likely culti-
j' vated,

The process of indoctrination goes on at the Party cells, groups,
detachments, and brigades of the various youth organizations, These are
loszted in all schools and work places and there is a large element in
the amed forces, There is a youih commission in the Supreme Soviet to
deal with youth indoctrination and paramilitary training. The ministiries
of education at the All-Union and republic level are also deeply 1nvolved.1
% For the individual person, Soviet indoctrination begins formally in
school., The student is told that he is an equal member of society.z
From the beginning, emphasis on communal ownership is stressed, "Mine
is ours, ours is aine,” Complex tovs are designed which require coop-
eration of two or three children to make the toys work,

The Soviets put emphasis on character education (volgitanie) or
uptringing to develop Communist morality.

A child enters school when he is seven years old.3

From then until
he is about eleven years o]d,a he will be taught a sense of good and bad
behavior; truthfulness, honesty, kindness; atheism; science versus super-
stition; self discipline; diligence in wWwork; care of possessions; friend-
ship with classmates; and love of one’s own locality and the Hotherland.5
Teachers are to "spare no effort" so that jyoung poople will worthily carry

on the cause of their fathers and the cause of Lenin.6

29
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Children's activities are done in the ocontext of childrwn's collec-
tives, Each classroom is 2 unit of the Communist youth organization,

For the first three grades, all youth bslong to the "little Octobrlsts."?
The school is designated as a brigade (druzhina)., The class is
designated as a detachment (otriad), The class is subdivided into links

(2veno) which usually are manifest in rows of double desks,

The group detemines the status of the member and vice versa,
Interplay and ocnoperation are the kesy, Self-criticisa and opinion of
the group are important, Judgments of the group and its interests pre-
vail over the individuzl‘s, Older groups "adopt" younger groups to
take care of them, l1ike a big brother, The school itself will be a
vard of a factory or a municipal bureau,

In the first grade the first step is ¢o» teach the children confor-
rity. Independent thinking or action is neither cultivated nor desired
(see avove),

L. I, Novikova‘s manual says: "do not use dirvect commands to youth
like 'Sit Upl', instead way, °*which row can sit the stzlishtoat'?“a
This iz quickly replaced by the teacher asking whish row can as a group
sit up the straightest, The teacher vwill not praise students for doing
what is expected, Praise only comes for doing extraordinary things. At
first, the positive is aecmted.g By using the rov in a classyoom 28 a
group, one quickly leams that if he does not conform and sit up, then
ne pulls his row "“down,”

On the one hand, the individual is Jearning conformicy and to re-
spond to peer pressure, On the other, a definite sense of competition,
at the group level, is fostered, The Soviets, howsver, claim to reject

the United States' cultivation of eo-petition.lo
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Soon the teacher has helpers who point out who 1s not sitting up

straight, A record is kept, not by individual, but by row, It is

- encouraged to try to beat the monitor at his own game, That is, can
- one find sore faults with himself than the monitor has noticed, or better

still, before he has noticed? The students are in essence competing

CAh A

Wwith the monitor, Parents serve as "monitors™ at home and sutmit re-

] ports on deviation3 committed at home,

k-

In this way the system of the govermment's watchful eye is initi-

ated, Throughout a Soviet person's life, his attitude and actions will
be recorded, This important facet of control will determine a person's
eligivility for jobs, social benefits, and even the type of quarters to
which he is assigned to live.ll

The row ewvolves into the Party cell of the "Little Octobrists,”

the youth grcup for children in the first three years of school.

Wiy 153 BRSPS U T AT A P AT T R S bm VTE S AR S e TRAT

Soon, still in the first grade, the students are setting their own

examples, Winnere are allowed to leave class first and are photographed
in class uniform (a kerchief). This photograph is posted on the wall

12 This patterm for

newspaper, They also visit other winning cells,
discipline and the incentive gained from competiticn is thus planted
very early,

After a period of accentuating the poeitive, the negative is pointed
out, The class is asked how to discipline a problem student, After
"listening” to suggestions, the teacher "helps” students aake the right
decisions,

Peer criticisa and the encouragemen: of informing on others is an

important part of Soviet social control, One might be expected to fear

that an "incorrect” action which he has committed has been reported to
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the authorities for inclusion into an individual’'s attitude record, In-

en emWTETSTOMTITRIS |

g

forming is not pictured by Soviet indoctrination as a base or cowardly
i act, Deviants are enemies of the revolution and must be ferreted out.
The Soviets have a martyr who symbolizes the tradition of informing
g on social wrongdoers, His name was Pavlik Morozov, He was a pioneer
‘ during the period of land collectivization, Pavlik denounced his own
f, father as a collaborator with the Kulaks and testified against him in
court, Pavlik was killed by the people of the village for re-enge,

In general rrinciple, Soviet children are not encouraged to resist
family authority, However, Pavlik Morozov's example is considered a
positive virtue and an example to the youth of what would be an approved
act in similar circumstances.l3

A person learnms over the years just what decisions are "correct”
and which are not, The group situation aids in detemining for the
individual socially correct habits,

This adherence to social pressure is cultivated in diverse ways,
For exampie, Soviet students take a kind of "TAT" (thematic apperception
test) but, unlike similar tests in the United States, there is a
correct interpretation to each picture, Often the answer is hardly
subtle.la

Deviants or worse delinquents are usually kept in line initially
through peer waming, censure, public condemnation, or public shaming
or ridicule.ls When these methods fail, more positive action is taken,
A recalcitrant minor offender may be brought before a "comfade's court,"
These are legal and officially recognizec, The courts may even condemn

legal acts as being "socially undesirable,"

The court situation uses peer participation and, hopefully, peer
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pressure, If this is not effective, the court may suggest to the higher
judiciary that a deviant be sent to labor camps for a short time,

Final control measures include expulsion or ostracizing one fiom
his youth organization, Thiz can ruin his future carser, They can evea
exclvde him fror using recreation facilities since the Komsomol operates
them, (By the same token, expulsion puts cne outside the potential in-
fluence of the Komsomol,)

Pesr criticism is a great lever if it works, Instances occur,
however, where peers "protect" each other or interceds, thus subverting
Komsomol authoriiy. This "cooperation" may be generated because the
deviant has acted against adult authority, 1ike committing a non-criminal
act such as "slacking off,* This might have only hurt a manager's or
an adult's plan. Thus, the younger ones might identify with their peer
as a type of group protection against the adults beczuse of the adults®
incessant demands, There is also the old rule of helpiﬁg each other in
a Jem, or the "golden rule."16

As the child grows, he is inculcated with the desired basic Com-~
munist qualities, As he matures, he becomes potentislly more independ-
ent and in need of more sophisticated ideological training and more
encompassing activities, The child has already been under the wing of
the 1Little Octobrists until he became about eight years old, The main
Job of the ILittle Octobrists is to indoctrinate the youth in patriotism,

¥hen the child reaches the fourth grade and is approximately ten
years old, he joins the “"Pioneers.," Membership, like the Little Octo-

17 Patriotism is still emphasized along with

brists, is universal,
“Comm:nist Mcrality" which includes the groundwork for instilling atheisa,

It is important to the Soviets that their people owe no other allegiance,
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even a spiritual one, to anything but the Party and the rewolution.

!

- R S S A

[ =y

¥

The training of the Pioneers focuses on discipline, Tne Pioneers

overzee the aftemoon time of youth whereby potentially idle time is taken

pose )

up, Camping, hiking, etc, are the usual activities, Their slogan is

*always prepared,” Every Pioneer group is headed by a Komsomol member.

§orornd

Pioneer “"palaces" have quality facilities and some include an electronic

: Wworkshop or a planetarium for example, Organizationally, the Pioneers are

- - a school level group, as the Little Octobrists, with few nationa) level
S activities as such, Both are in fact *junior forms" of the Komsomol., They
~z o are not "separate” youth organizations but administered through the Komsomol.

As the student matriculates and matures, the content of indoctrina-
tior: becomes more complex, There remain, of course, certain basic themes,
Social science courses prove the superiority of the Socialist systenm,
z History courses emphasize Lenin's teaching on constant readiness to defend

the heroic record of the Soviet people, the need to strengthen the Soviet

T L T, W

Unicn and Marxist analysis of war, Literature courses reveal the source
of courage and patriotism of the Soviet people and formulate a picture
of the ideal defender, Music lessons inspire patriotism and martial

§ spirit, Science classes tell of the primacy of Soviet science in space,
k- : For the greater period of a youth's 1ifs, up to abtout the age of

‘ twenty-cight, one may join the Komsomol (the All-Union Leninist Communist
League of Youth). The object of the Komsomol is to give indoctrination
and apprenticeshir for the CPSU, Whereas membexrship in the Little Octo-
brists and Pioneers is virtually 100 per cent for the appropriate ages,
membership in the Komsomol is more select, though stil) widespread,
Membership is about 50 per cent of the eligible youths.19

From the beginning of youth indoctrination, stress has been laid on
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patriotism and the acceptance of authorities, By the time a youth enters
the Komsomol, he is already deeply imbued with these teachings, Experts
say that by adolescence value orientations and behavior inclinations
are well developed and highly resistant to change. So it would follow
that the Komsomol's influence can only reinforce behavior, The key is
the earlier social experience of the Soviet youth.zo Therefore, the
responsibility of the Komsomol is not to introduce new values but to
supplement and reinforce the socialization lessons already learned,

The Komsomol also serves the important role of providing activities so
that the youth is not tmubled by the "ills" of idle time,

8,21 This 1s a critical time

Komsomol membership covers ages 14-2
period since the youth at this time may no longer be under the influence
of the schools, Compulsory education ends in eight years at age 15-16.22
The majority of the youth work after they leave school,

The Xomsomol is barely in evidence rurally where one-third of the
population still lives, Actually, only in educational institutions can
the Komsomol claim universal membership, It is interesting to note that
the highest number of deviants occur outside the Komsomol's influence,
This "deviance" also includes actual crimes.z3

In 1966 a checkup on the Komsomol was preceded by a "far-reaching"
program of indoctrination aimed at strengthening the political convictions
of Komsomol members and Soviet youth in general, This program seemed to
"betray an almost frahtic concern” of the Komsomol leaders to capture
the minds of youth.zu
Those who Wwould stay outside of the Komsomol would have less and

less success of gaining social opportunities as opposed to the advantages

of being a Komsomol member, For examplie:s The CPSU has fourteen million
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members, or 9 per cent of the adult population 18 years or older, Prog-
ress to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union through the Komsomol is
critical for one's success.25

A rule says that "anyone under 23 who wishes to enter the Party can
d» so only through the gcomsomol."ze'

The importance of the Komsnmol for advancement to the CPSU (Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union) leads members of the Komsomol who aspire
to Party membership to become elitist. "The leading members of the
Komsomol look upon the rank and file of the membership as their subjects
on a lower plane of Soviet society while the ordinary Komsomol member
regards the leaders of the Komsomol as Party hem:l'men."27 However, a
leader is evaluated according to the degree of his success i{n handling
his group, He may patronize and even coerce his group to improve his
image to his superiors, If he goes too far, antagonism may result and
be manifest in large dropout rates,

Soviet writers suy that the problems of the Komsomol stem from
bureaucratic formalism and poor training of youth leaders with conse-

quent ineptitude in directing youth energies.ze

Democratic princirles are proclaimed but disregarded by the Komsomol.
The Komsomol has a long tradition of calling for increased democracy
within the organization even vwhile forbidding 1t.29

The Komsomol is more than just an organization for controlling Soviet
youth and indoctrinating them toward becoming New Soviet Men., It con-
tributes to the economy by providing a lator force, It is important in
the armmed forces, It has built whole towns, for example Komsomolsk in
Siberia..Bo The Komsomol provides study groups for youth which amounts

to a continuing education program, Komsomol members are used as police,

Komsomolites participate in the protection of pubdblic property,
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The Komsomol has operated in an important way withia the military,
Its purpose in the military is political indoctrination and assistance
in maintaining military discipline, The Komsomol is subordinate to the
mllitary commanders and Party political workers,

In time of war the Komsomol has become an arm of the military.
Their organizatiors could be taken en toto and made into a fighting unit.
In the past ccnflicts membexrs have served as clerks, ski troops, bicycle
units (such as in Petrcgrad), youth detachment (in the Urals) and have
manned an ammored train (in the Ukraine).31 Most, however, went into
the Red amy as commissars, agitators, and combat troops, Members would
also collect funds for the Red Army, treat the wounded in hospitals,
combat desertion, and help soldiers’ families with harvesting, However,
the Central Committee in 1919 voted against Komsomol cells in army units,
calling it a double apparatus and that it also bred separatism "inimical
to military units,">>

Today there is a more specific organization which specifically
serves to prepare the Soviet youth in various ways for military duties,
It is the DOSAAF (mentioned above), The DOSAAF is a paramilitary organ-
ization for civilian youth administerazd in cooperation with the Komsomol,
It deals in preinduction training,

DOSAAF works in conjunction with the Komsomol, Ministry ot Defense,
the Council of Trade Unlons, civil defense authorities, the ministry of
education, and various sport societies, The main mission of DOSAAF is
to prepare youth physically, psychologically, technically, and to make
it easier and faster to train them as a soldier later, The Soviets hope
that better quality and more candidates will join the military than

before as a result of militaristic education and preinduction training.33
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(Since the DOSAAF is concerned with preinduction training and thus with
older youth, for the sake of chronology, further discussion will continue
below,)
Military type activities and training are introduced at an early

age, In fact:

The foxration of a scldier , , . begins at the first signs
of maturity, during the time of adolescent dreams, This
theory now is in actual practice, Children's books, glori-
fying war and military life are atiractively illustrated
and sold at extremely low prices,

Nikolai A, Linkov, a Soviet psychiatrist, condoned the sale of war
toys in the Soviet Union, saying that it was "good" for them to play
with toy guns "providing they stick to revolutionary liberation games."35

There are organized military patriotic activities and competitive
events throughout the year, These include avrnts from children's war
games to marksmanship competition, They even have news reporting vy
young correspondents. Local and national children's military activities
stress competition, exercises and war games, e.,g, "capture the sentry,"
"remain undetected,” “"defend the bridge.”36 More advanced games include
signal flag use, gas mask training, and decontamination procedures,

Camps are held which teach military lessons, Themes include: "to
Pioneers concerning the defenders of the Homeland," "to Pioneers--future
defencers of the Homeland," and "I am studying bravery."37 The national
militarized game is called "warnitsa" or summer lightning, It is spon-
sored by the Central Committee of the Kor mol and supported by the
Minister of Defense, In April 1972 a new national military sport game

called "Orlenok" or Eaglet was announced.38 General education and wca-

tional schools for fifteen to seventeen yvear olds participate in this,
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The Zarniisa will continue apparently for younger school children,

sum.!

Militazy training is a component part of the entlre Soviet education

systeu.39 In training, combat readiness is a must, as is the will to

XS i

victory, Everyone of draft age must: Imow the rules of military con-
§ duct and courtesy; have a veasonable picture of military life and dis-
cipline; be tmined in the use of light weapons; be trained in rudiments

of small unit tactics; have a basic knowledge of a military specialty;

TR ST, TR,
.

understand civil defense in theory and practice; and have passed noms
in physical activity, Girls have similar requiremsuts with the accent

| being on nursing, etc,

Throughout the grade progression, the students receive progressive

doses of militaristic propaganda, One can read such things as the

i "military glory of their fathers remains the brightest guiding star

for our young people."u0

AT G T A U Gl St b s b o

! Such a situation contrasts sharoly with that in the United States,
De-hervization ssems to be the vogue and there is little stress on ths
i accomplishments of the older generation and little emphasis on civic duty,
In the Soviet Union de-heroization or the idea of the anti-hero is

“alien to the very essence of Soviet literature,” To promulgate this
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message, the Soviets have instituted the Znaniye society which annuslly

VP

gives 500,000 lectures on military-patriotic themes, In the Kursk

£
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regionts district newspapers published 800 articlies on this sublect in
A - 1971, The Central Tslevision and All-Union Radio dewote 20-30 hours

each month to this theme, Eight million people receive the Komsomol
)

3 ) newspaper in the Soviet Union and ten million the Pioneer newspaper,
"Herves” in the Soviet Union are seldom sports figures, labor heroes

are common, as are those who contribute significantly to society, such as
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heroine mothers, Of course, those who died during the civil war and
collective perisd (like Pavliik Morozov), or in the Patriotic ¥ar (World
War IT) are held in high esteem, In modern times the cosmonauts are
heroes, as are the "defenders" of the isolated island of Damanskiy in
1969,

There is a sort of war creed for Komsomolites, They will not let
themselves be taken prisoner, for capture is ror them a dishonor, an
indelible disgrace, "Among our youth there cannot be deserters, Treason,
betrayal of the homeland, is the most despicable and serious crime, the
most infz'« us deed against tiie revolutionary people, The young Soviet
people do not fear deaih on the field of battle and will not lose their
heads under the rire of the enemy."42

Visitations to historical sites provide an important element to
the graphic impact of the indoctrination program, The Komsomol organizes
pilgrimages to many sites throughout the Soviet Union, Marches are held
along past army routes after which the youth swear loyalty to the mothere
land or make pledges,

Stories of war or military exploits are widespread in the Soviet
press, The content of the material serves to instill those virtues
which are desired in Soviet patriots,

The following lines are from a description of the fighting in a
border dispute between the Soviet Union and China, Some of the virtues
implied are presented through a narrative: "Despite wounds received in
the fighting, two soldiers dashed forward and in doing so inspired their
comrades to the rear,” Some of the other desired virtues are stated as
proverbs in the story:s "He who spares the enemy will himself be injured”

and "No one shows mercy on the batt.lefield."u3
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Actual preinduction training, which is certainly enhanced by the
years of previous military accented activities, begins when a youth is
from 16-18 years of age, These persons would expect to be conscripted
within two to three years om The objective of preinduction training
is tc show fundamentals of nmilitary service, give an introduction to
military knowledge, and allow the new conscriptees to blend more cone-
fidently and assimilate duties more rapidly,

In carrying out this prugram, there is much physical training,
especially in "military-technical” sports, i.e, sports with a military
application, These activities or games often compare to the Boy Scouts’,
The program insures the Party's objectives to the largest number possidle
and completion is manifested in an insignia which reads “ready for the
defense of the Motherland." They become a type of material herv, Thers
are medals for everything.

The latest program is labeled, “prepared for labor and for defense
of the U.S.S.R," and was established in 1971, It has since been en-
larged,*S Tt has additional military-sport requirewents and includes
younger children,

The Soviets are worried that there are shortcomings in their pre-
induction training program, however, The program itself is beset with
difficulties typical of a bureaucracy, though that is not to say that
these problems camnw. 1 the lone vum he 255ed out, The DOSAAF is not
producing sufficient mumbers of trained military specialists and tech-
nicians,

There have been younger Soviet military leaders promoted recently,
Some sec it as a need for rejuvenation.u6 The new military leaders lack

¥World War II experience but are at home with technical weaponry, The
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number of applications for professional military training is disappointing
in spite of the massive propaganda ca-paign.bv One typical Communist
weakness is the complicated division of responsibiiity in the tmining
organization, Perhaps most problems are simply those of the technical
age, It is difficult to train a large technical armsy with advanced tech-
nological equipment,

Any problems must be considered from the perspective of the scale
of Soviet preinduction training, The Soviet program dwarfs similar
training in the United States for example, A compazison of the two world
povNers' programs shows that in the period 1971-72 there were u.é miliion
military trainees in the Soviet Union, In the United States during the
same period avound 90,000 cadets were 1;:31:\6(1.“8 The reason that so
many persons in the Soviet Union receive military training is because
it is natiocna) policy and the facilities and orxganizations are widespread,

Paramilitary clubs and study circles includz young sailors, soldiers,
Yorder guarde, aviators, and artillerymen, Perlodically, "tests" or
“reviews" are given to demonstrate knowledge, Schools and clubs have
a sister unit in the military, There is real contact between the two,
Thousands of enlisted men and cadets run technical clubs in schools or
factories and are part-time Pioneer leaders,

There are 120 Soviet military schools or colleges, The Soviet Union
conscripts about 800,000 youth yearly, which is about 40.000 fewer than the

total strength of the United States Amy, It appecrs that the number

of conscriptees promoted to officer will have to 1ncreasc.“9 The mili-
tary training involves a considerable degree of athletic and physical
tmaining, The Soviets' success at the Twentieth Olympic Gemes acuid be

attributed largely to the extensive participation of military sports’
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clubs, An analysis of the Soviet olympic participants' cludb affiliation

[ S ]
*

shows that 157 of them, or 27 per cent, belong to various military sports

clubs.So
In the 1975 World Ice Hockey Championships, the Soviet team ravaged

[ Y
s

.
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the United States Colleg: All-Star team, The Soviet team, which defeated

the Canadians' professional team in October 1974, was far from being

comprised of a group »f college students, The Scviet tesam was made up

of mostly Red Amy soldiers who aro assigned to Moscow clud teams and

t practice together year around.”1

! One of the requirements for all youth sports svents is that they
include military. elated sports, For example, in the Fifth All-Union
games in military-technical sports in 1970 there were 21 milliorn partici-
pants, Ratings of achlevement were given to participants.jz Note that
these sports programs are in addition to the 140 hours of preinduction
training for 16-18 year olds.5 3

The stress on military-patriotic education has fluctuated with
changing priorities, the perception of the leaders to the intermational
situation, and estimates of special problems that arise from attitude
and bshavior of the younger generation, The efforts to instill in their
youth a sense of nationalism, militarism, and readiness for war are today
on a scale unprecedented in peacetime, even in the Soviet Union,and appear
to be leuding to the militarization of the Soviet education systu.%
As noted above, ideological indoctrination, especially in the realm

of military patriotic education, was given significant impetus in 1966
as well as having heen nade mandatory for the first time in times of peace,

The reason for this stepped-up indoctrination of students was that the

regime noted a slacking off of ideological training and called for this
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slack to be taken up,”> New syllabj were drawn up vhich differed from
the old ones in that they concsntrated far more on studying the classics
of Marxism-Leninism and on studying Party activity and the decisions of
Party congresses, The syllatus material helps to train young speclalists
in a spirit of patriotism and provides space for criticizing bourgecis
ideology, refomisa, revisionism, and dosntisa.sé
in 1972 a decree on higher education called for better teaching of
Marxism-Leninism and 2 more profound study of the works of its founders
and Party documents, Tuis is so that students may develop a propor
class approach and "an ability to criticize anti-Marxists in a well-
reasoned na.nner."57

Though up to now Soviet students have shown little esagemess to
Join the waves of unrest among young people that have affected so many
countries, the concern to innoculate against possible infections may
underlie policy of the renevwed smphasis on ideological odut:s‘t.mn.‘r'8
The danger of “"infection" from outsiders is increased by prospects of
more contants with outsiders due to activities stimulated Ly detente,

Much of the practical training is not new but the scope and em~
phasis of the present program of irdoctrination are the biggest since
World War II. A generation is being made to fear and hate Westem demo-
cratic countries,

Even with detente on everyone’s lips, the actual actions of the
Soviets in this long-range program give rise to doudbt concerning their
sincerity., They are becoming aggressive and have gshown their heavy hand
in Ceechoslovakia as recently as 1968, The Soviet Navy has recently
conpleted world-wide maneuvers for the first tinme,

Sovist Major General Zemskov has defended the need for a high level
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of military training, He cites the fact that the Soviet Union hes had
to spend nearly 20 of the 52 years since the rewlution fighting inva-
sions or repairing a war-damaged econoay., The first challenge, he
recalls, was immediately after the rewolution when the Rad Amy fought
the counterrewlutionaries and 1nterventionists.59

The Soviets have had enough persnonal justification to adopt a de-
fensive attitude even if Russian history had not bequeathed 2 heritage
of repelling inwvaders, However, it wcull be somewhat presumptuous to
dismiss the widespread Soviet military prusirredness fever simply as an
"understandable” and "legitimate” action prompted by a cruel past., The
assertion of an ever present external threat can lend a degree of
legitimacy and credibility to demands for political orthodoxy and
loyalty. By advancing the constant hatred of foreigners, the Soviet
citizsn may be insulated against foreign influence and there is a justi-
fication for sustained mobilization,

It is well within the calculations of men to selze upon nationalisa
or patriotism and use it far beyond its natural scope, Furthemore,
the pride and values generated by reflecting orn the defeats of their
enemies acts as an identity betwwen youth and the older genexaiion,
Particularly, since with no actual experience, the Soviet youth must be
taught to hate enemies of the Sovist Union,

Bach generation moves farthur away from tno situaticn in which the
original rewlutinnaries found themselves and inevitably is affected
less and less by the faiths, emotions, and ambitious ideas which prompted
these men and women to act, Present Soviet vouth have not had the hersic
experlence of the revolution nor witnesseu the rapid industrialization,

the purges nor war, They might be expected to slip into noncoirformism,
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The Communists are having difficulty instilling orthodoxy or the
sacred conviction to Communism, especially since industrial development,
v education, and subsequent sophistication lead to secular interests,

They are having difficulty in these times fostering "revolutionary ela.n.'=60

g The youth must be made tc understand the threats facing the Soviet

) Union and the need for constant readiness for war, As contacts with

outsiders increase, the Soviet citizens are warmed against subversives

and sples who spsak about freedom, democracy, the high standard of living,

' and the desire for peace in the West, They are warmed against Westemn
pen pals and stamp exchange pals because they are supposedly exploited

h by Hestemrn 1ntelligence.61

3 They say that individual young men and women, lacking experience of
1life and pnlitical maturity, often come under the influence of bourgeois
ptopaga%33.62 It 3e 1llegal for anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda,
Ths.t 18 how they refer to the undergmund press in the Soviet linion, It
appears, omowever, that the underground press is more of a product of

Soviet citizens' desire to find out what is going on in the world, (One

of the recent underground publications was called The Chronicle of Current

E!!Eﬁi')63

One may question whether the PFarty is furthering the rewlution by
the constant manipulating and control of avery detail of society and the
constant hammering of militaristic propaganda, Ths existence cf an under-
ground preéis, public apathy toward the media,éu and general dissatisfaction
with the non-availatility of 1nformation65 would seem to be a less desir-

«ble situation than the gains of incessant indoctrinaticn,
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CHAPTER V

; . POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF SOVIET YNDOCTRINATION

The nature of the Soviet society makes it very difficult to obtein

direct evidence which concems negative attitudes among its populace,

Lie SRt 0T SLogit At £

Though the woices of some dissidents have been heard recently, the fate
of those who oppose the system is an uncomfortable one, The expulsion

of Aleksandr Solzhenits;m from his home country, presumably never to be
; allowed to return by the Soviets, bears simple testinony.l

Acoording to the testimony of defected KGB members, some 7,000 per-

sons have been induced to undergo fake psychiatric treatment whicn has

involved chemical lobotomies, These victims did not have the protection

RS R Y T PRI

which international motoriety afforded Solzhenitsyn, They were punished

LY

for simply opposing the Soviet system tco vigorously.2

Most persons have adjusted better to the far-reaching methods of
Soviet control and at least do not voice their opposition (if they are
3 indeed opposed), Western sstimates claim that the KGB (Committee for
State Security) has a staff of 440,000, many of whom are engaged in
tracking down internal dissidents.3 One Soviet citizen ventured to say
3 that living in his country was 1like living in a cage.u
: The cage-1like atmosphere would be described as such, not because
there are armed soldiers and barbed wire on every street cormer, there
; are not, but because of strategic social controls, especially, for ex-
ﬁ ample, job allocation, If somecne appears to be too curious of Westemm
‘ information from a visiting tourist, he may be quietly escorted away by
the uvbiquitous militia, and/or lose his ;',iob.5

Penalties for protest include arrest, lengthy impriscnment, anc

b7
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future blackballing in the Soviet society, "“Perhaps no wonder then, that

‘
Bawiom §
1

L

most Soviet youth are careful to keep their noses clean, their hair short

and their activities within sanctioned rules, . . . For most of them

1

Boondmras |

L]

membership in the Komsomol is taken for granted.”6

If a court passes a sentence depriving a teenager of liberty, he

LT
.

is put into an education work colony, There are two types, One has a
general, the cther a s.rict regimen, Young offenders are sent to one

or the other, depending on the gravity of the crime, First offendess

whose crimes were not dangerous are put in colonies with a general regi-

7

men, There are separate colonies for girls,” After two suspensions

from school, one student was eventually sentenced to a year and a half

in prison.8

Parsons living in such a society would learn to conform if they
cared to live comfortably. Thus, information critical of the regime
Wwould be hard to come by, One student said, "We have a saying over
here, Everyone kseps as quiet as fish."9

Soviet students would be expelled from the schools, which are all

state owned, if they expressed an incorrect attitude toward the aysiea,

The same people who control who gets into a university,
control us once we're enrolled, We're all organized into
student unions, and they're run by the Party people, When
it comes time to apply to a university, most young people
belong to the /Eonsomol7. It's a lot easier to get in if
you do belong; at least that's why we joinod.10

Generally, such direct attitude statements aie rare, BEven a visitor
to the Soviet Union may not *e able to ohtain firsti-hand information be-
cauge close surveillance and control do not permit him to speak freely
with Soviet citlizens and virtually never allow him to visit a Soviet

home.11
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Soviet sources for thelr vart speak of freedom and democracy in
their country and paint a glowing picture of successes in cl1l fields,

Of course, Communists have said that freedom is "understanding the neces-
sary“lz and that "democracy is only for those who follow the socialist
eour:se.":"3 With this understanding, coupled with the discussion on Coa-
runist qualifications conceming “truth" above, one might be bhesitant to
take Soviet publications' evaluations at face value,

Nevertheless, reliable information is available, In fact, the above
discussion on punishment alone reveals that persons are not adhering to
"gocialist morality,” (These persons are in tumn deprived of their
socialist freedom and democracy,) In addition, whether they want to
admit soclal deviations or not, the Soviet government and its agencies
must communicate with each other, They cannot allow social probiems,
for exanple, to go unstudied and unchecked because of the fear of a
"security" leak,

Therefore, information is available which may be interpreted to
determine the possible effects of Soviet indoctrination,

Occasionally, actual tests of Soviet youth behavior are availadle,
Urie Bronfentrenner's book, already cited numerous times, provides valu-
able first-hand test results, One of the most interesting of his results
was taken from data comparing test results taken by youth in the West
(United States, United Kingdom, and West Germany) and in the Soviei Urdon,

The tests were administered with the object of having the youth
commit anti-social behavior, in this case, cheating on a test, There
were three cvonditions under which the test was administered, The fir:t
condition was that the results of the test were secret, Only those taking

the test would know the results, The second was that the peers ,f those
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taking the test would be informed of the results, The thirxd testing

[LPrav

condition was that the results would be shown to adults,

Soviet children showed awidance of anti-social behavior in the

* o
.

test where the peers would be allowed to view the resulis, In the con-
dition where the adults would see the results, the Soviet youth were
more apt to cheat, American children committed more anti-social acts
under the peer condition than in the other tuo conditions,

The closer the Soviet youth who were taking the togt were to social
control, like in boarding schools, the less deviant they were, Soviet
children showed a marked tendency to correct each other before bringing
group or azdult pressure to bear, Virtually no Soviet child claimed to
be indifferent to deviant behavior or have the attitude of "It does not
concern ae."lu

The experiments above reveal that group pressure can make a person
make judgments which are known and perceived to dbe erroneous ones, In
the Soviet group, these decisions increased in conformity if a group
attitude was instiiled, Apparontly it is relatively easy for authority
to hold sway over Soviet children, and it follows reason that this con-
trol carries over to the adult too,

Bronfenbrenner considers that proper Soviet youth behavior should
not be solely oconsidered to be a product of Soviet sducation and dis-
cipline, He argues that a more allusively deteciable social nractice
contributes to Soviet conformity., Specifically. ha refers to the
“constricting mother-child relationship,” He says that it produces
2 conforming dependent perxsonality., This is because the child will
conform to receive the love that he received as a young child, Soviet

mothers lavish affection and then discipline their children by withholding
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The Soviets would be pleased with the results of Bronfenbrenner's
tests, In 1970 the first secretary of the Komsomol said that Soviet
youth are on the "right track.,” However, some problems were revealed
when he said that the youth should not tolerate “some appearances of
skepticism, apolitical behavior, a scomful attitude toward work, study,
school, or eivil obligation. 18

The area where youth problems seem to be most unacceptadble to the
Soviets is in personal or individual discipline, The Soviets' social
controls appear to work well enough in group activities, on the job, in
school, at play, eic,, but when a Soviet citizen is alone or when certain
personal habits are basically beyond group or social control per se,
there seems to be pronounced prmbiems,

Soviet youth have no significant drug problem btut alcoholism and
drunkenness are widespread.17 This problem is extremely difficult to
cope #ith since alcoholic overuse is a deeply ingrained socially accepted
practice, Forty per cent of minors who come to trial committed their
crimes while 1ntoxicated.18 There are increasing reports of juvenile
delinquency, crime, and retarded social maturity.lg

There 1is an unwillingness lately to submit personal desires to
collective welfare, This is an ideological crime and by far of more
concern to the Soviets than traditionally defined felonies,® One area
Whare weaknesses in “collective spirit" appear is in persons' attitudes
toward the national voluntary work day., The Subbotniks, as they are
called, are supposed to be a time of working with no pay on certain
tasks assigned by the state, such as picking up trash in parks, etc,

The response to propagandized virtues is greeted with apathy by the
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average Soviet citizen, Research carried out in Ufa by a graduate student
in 1970 showed the following concevning attitudes of youth toward work,
The most common reascn for taking work as an unskilled laborer was that
circumstances prevented the person from doing otherwise, Workers aged
15-19 had the highest level of job turnover, Only 5.9 per cent of the
unskilled workers interviewed participated in work for the public gsod.21
In fact, the middle class looks down on manual labor, Youth drift from
Job to Job, The number of Komsomol workers on state farms halved in five

years, In Moscow 65 per cent of job transients are under 30 years of

389.22

The various gaps in areas where the state needs workers is vexing
but the Soviets have brought many of their problems on themseives, For
instance, the fam sector, though it already utilizes a large labor force,
needs more workers, But the Soviets drained the rural sector for years
of both men and wealth, Now that the need for a strong rural sector has
been realized, the state is trying to reeducate the populace in the
benefits of the good rural life, However, the rural sector lags behind
the standard of 1iving of the urban sector, In addition, the faworable
propaganda concerning the rural area has not been matched by an input of
needed funds,>> Most tmportant, and a key to the theme here, 1s that
mass values cannot be changed rapidly from the previously instilled ones,
The state has for years glorified urban living to help move workers to
the city, The people are resisting change, This relates directly to the
impact of any long-termm indoctrination effort, 1.e, the difficulty of
change,

The Soviets are trying to teach their people that a person should

be motivated by devotion to the rewlution. The regime, however, is
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relying more and »ore on incentives, since the workers are not responding

d.zu Soviet indoctrination has not culti-

as the ideology says they shoul
vated a spirit of sacrifice for the revolution nor have the people grown

to0 love work so much that they will work for the fun of it,

One citizen said, "Everyone is full of fine words about
how we must live for the common cause, for happiness, for
the future. But what good is the future for me, I just
want to live , , ., not for the future but row, in the
present, "2

A more serious problem (especially from an ideological standpoint)
is unemployment, There is, as should be expected in any society, ordi-
mary laziness and the chronically unemployed, Unemployment is hotly
denied in the Soviet Union, however, because of the ideological implica-
tions in a soclety where everyone is supposed tu be working for the love
of labor,

The fact that unemployment exists is acknowledged by the Soviets®
attempt to deal with it, They refer to unemployment as "idling" or

bezdelnichestvo, Kassof describes the problem as "rsjection of the pro-

duction ethic,” This ethic is a central theme in the youth program.
Labor and production per se are supposed to be positive values and each
Soviet citizen is obliged to undergo disciplined, self-imposed denial

26 yassof states further that

in the interest of Communist construction,
rejection, as such, of the production ethic is made by only a small
minority,

The Soviets have attempted to counter unemployment by making it
{llegal, On May 4, 1961 a law "For Intensification of the Campaign
Against Persons Shirking Soctally-Useful Labor and Lead¥ng a Parasitical

Way of Life" was passed, The penalty was forced labor for 2-5 years with
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" confiscation of property and no appea1.27 The Komsomolites are utilized
%: to bring those who are unemployed to public notice.28
. Another problem for the Soviets is a creeping desire for leisure
é and the good 1ife, Hoscow's fashionable Gorky Street is sometimes called

"Broadway" by Soviet youth, A small number of foppish zootsuiters now

style themselves in an overdone and often ignorant way to Western fad

~

! styles, They are called stilyagi. They even adopt English nicknames

| and American slang, There seems to be a natural tendency in a society,
i which is breaking from the little-luxuried past into a comfortable
industrially developed and potentially wealthy present, to indulge in
extremes and fads, Those persons so inclined waste their money on gaudy
; displays of their material wealth.z9

A cause of stilyagi and other deviations may be a result of the

E ; fact that there is no distinct youth culture in the Soviet Union, These
g few deviants break away deliberately in order to disassociate from the
conventional morality, They are unable to form "new groups" and must,
] therefore, depend on independent activities,

The leadership does not really snlve the problem when it identifies
innocent curiosity with the sins of personal immorality and political
3 wavering oxr disloyalty, They do not sort out the superficial from the
serious, and this can only make its task and that of the youth program
moxre difficult, Nevertheless, the line is advanced that long hair,
bright apparel, and the wearing of "foreign" patches on clothing are a
threat to society because they are a step toward adopting foreign ideas,
{Some youth responded by asking the government to allow the production

E of more popular attractive demestic wares.)BO The Party is never to blame

for shortcomings in indoctrination of sccial problems, The family and
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the schools are at fault,Jt
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A §

The question arises as to who are those who have surplus funds to

L]

squander on anything., Professionally qualified dancers, musicians, and

M3 S £

athletes, as well as scientists and highly trained and important indus-
trial managers receive good wages, However, the true elites are the
e Party members , 32

The problem of the growth of a class of Party elite would naturally

have the effect of hyvscrisy, It is difficult to imagine any ideological

GRS -A E Toe b ey & M)

Justification for it,
Combined with a credibility gap between some of the youth and the

government, or the "we" "they" attitude, there is also a lack of identity

3 between the youth and their elders, The attempts to bridge this gap

‘ have been discussed above,

' The contradictions in the system are further deapened by the skep-
ticism whicl may arise when the youth confront the rigidity of the
system, especially in its insistence on inflexible controls,

: Insulation from alternative life styles would naturally be the

biggest fear of the Kremlin and, as evidenced by comments above, a

significant reason for the government to restrict access to foreign

information, If Soviet youth accept and believe the required truths,
they become prone not to doubdt or be discontented, This uncritical
; acceptance sets them up for a disillusioning tumble should thsy be con-
| fronted with irrefutable contradictory truths, Caution and cynicism
; ' might set in, which could cause the individual to reject the entire
system, or at least foster a resistance to loyalty,

The youth have seen problems, such as instability in the Communist

system, Stalin's death and Khrushchev's ouster made the leadexs look
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less than infallible, This is a potentially dangerous development for
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the Soviets, since the leaders are associated with the infallibility of

the Party, One need only recall the situation which developed in East

B stk s |
v .

Europe in 1953 (East Gemany), 1956 (Poland and Hungary), and 1968

X Sl o

(Czechoslovakia) to appreciate the potential for explosion there should
é the Party's hold slip.33

é In interpreting Soviet youth behavior there seems to be little
material or basis for questioning the basic allegiance of the youth to
their government or way of life,

; The revolution occurred nearly 60 years ago, Several generations

have matured under Soviet indoctrination, Problems that exist seem to
be less indlcative of social ferment and more a result of a growing and
advancing society,

The Soviets themselves are approaching deviation with less reaction
chaxacteristic of the Stalinist days, Soviet theories on criminology,

1 ' hovwever, remain sonewhat dominated by the social-deterministic approach,

TR

That is, they point the finger of blame for social problems on bourgeois

survivals and institutional malfunctions in the fanily.Bg Soviet social

Al ROy

science basically inwlves turning out stataments which will lead to

Party established truths anl conclusions, Social studies are encumbered

e

L

with political dogmatic oconclusions,

If the Soviets are to meet their problems squarely and cope with

g sl ooy

taem instead of passing the buck as it were, they will have to show

fundamental changes in their attitude, A recent round-table conference
in 1973 examined shortcomings in soclial science instruction at higher
education institutions, The subjects being taught, it was said, were

not having any educaticnal effect.35
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Several recent articles have proposed greater use of sociology and
social psychology in coping with teenage crime rather than recommending
action by the Communist Party or its youth am, the Komsomol, The shift
seems to suggest a growing emphasis on a pragmatic rather than ideological
analysis of the pmblem.36
The Soviets are beginning to show more flexibility toward popular
information in their media, They realize the nuabing effect that con-
tinuous propaganda has on the citizenry, The public wants to get
practical information; therefore, it turns to foreign broadcasts for
facts and entertainment, The Soviet govermment recognizes this problem
and some changes are coming about, There is now apolitical entertainment
with political messages thrown in, It is not easy to remedy the growing
disinterest, houever.y?
Some Soviet films of military exploits in the last decade have been
more humane and realistic, At the same time they have been banned in
China as being "1likely to undermmine the morale of the masses in the fight
against the 1mper1a»lists."3 8
There have bozn some indications of a more democratic approach in
certain organizations, For example, a 1962 amendment in the Komsomol
rules allowed discussion and the proposal from the flooxr of reeolutions.3 9
The planners are apprehensive about anticipated boredem that they
may encounter, Thev called or. education and sports organizations to
renerate sincere enthusiasm and dispel fears among the young that they
may have to endure dry, abstract lectures, Komsomolites say that they
are of fering lessons, not a lecture, just a lively chat, free of restraint,
emotional involvement, A cordial, confidential tone is especially im-

portant .L‘O
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There is a fear that youth may not submit to the channeling of its

L Lo Y |

: ! emotions, While on the other hand, "Concessions to a younger generation,
less fearful and less reserved than its thoroughly terrorized predeces-
sors, might lead to an unmanageable situation."ul

In 1972 and 1973 several of the officlal Party slogans revealed

YT

scre interesting ideological altemtions.bz Soviet writers and artists

were no longer required to use "all their energies and capabilities* to

educate builders of Communism but instead only their "capabilities ')

GESE Bl Gl nb o e,

The slogan which was addressed to Soviet teachers or "education workers”

ey

had been completely rewritten, The change of this slogan may be viewad
as tending to deemphasize the political-ideological education in Soviet
schools, It is one thing to demand the improvement of the "matter of
Communist education" and quite a different thing to insist on education
: of youths "in the spirit of Communist morality" as the altsred slogan

E ity

: read,

1 "Coamunist education"” would .ormally be understood as referring to

the mnge of subjects from the history of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union to dialectical materizlism, This is known in thaz U,S,S.R.
by the generic term "polit-training." An education “in the spirit of
Communist morxality,” on the other hand, merely requires youths to bde
taught to observe the rules of "Communist morality" which has little
to do with the teaching of the formal ideological discipline, The slogan
did not refer specifically to grammar school teachers, They might be
supposed to be free to educate their pupils as they see fit, without
specific instructions from the Communist Party's Central Committee (at
least in theory).

The May Day slogans of 1975 did not emphasize ideological treining
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but stressed factors related to production and the economy. Teachers
were called upon to improve the quality of instruction and to improve
the training of cadres for the national economy. Youth are to be imbued
with a conscientious attituds toward studiss and labor,

There was a hint of rvprimaxd of an idec'.ogical nature in the May
Day slogan aidiresced to ar.ists, wrilszs and sther "cultural workers.”
These persons were to devote iheir capabilities to the upbringing of
active builders of Communism. The inclusion of the word “active" is
interpreted by one Western observer to insimiate that passivity regarding
social!st content or among those "building Communisa™ may be a problea
worthy of note .u6

None of the alterations insinuate the abandonment of the goal of
Communism, Their intensive education program and totzl onntrol have
so far alloved tham to make the above changes without losing control or
abandoning a general movement toward the goal of Communisa,

The slant given in the i{ndoctrination program is the significanc
factor {in moiding social attitudes, Ideology has been misshzpen con-
sidemably so that its place in society way be somewhat incidental com-
pared to the long-range effect of militaristic upbtringing per se, Gener-
ally, Sovist policy and attitude may be somewhat "cast™ and perhaps un-
affected by the fact that ideology may become clouded or even effectively
and pemmanently set aside, at least as it concerns certain economic
applications, In March 1975 Pravda called on the appropriate personnsl

to instill "truly militant qualities” into the Soviet nodia.h?

This
theme seems to run consistently throughout Soviet development and has
beer reemphasized in recent years,

The Soviet youth program, even though it does not always accomplish
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its purposes, colors and conditions the entire atmosphere in which young

i people grow to maturity .“9 There is no substantial evidence that the
é Soviet Russian ycuth have not positively been influenced by that pro-

gran,

I
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CHAPTER VI

DETENTE VERSUS MILITARISTIC INDOCTRINATION
“"WHICH WILL PREVAIL?"

- It is doubtful whether any person on this earih could precict the
e ultimate outcome of Soviet policies or the outcome of the policies of

any nation, The title "which will prevail?" admittedly implies that

v 1

the question of Soviet developments is strictly dichotomous,” Indeed,

1f the leaders in the Kremlin could be sure that detente and their in-
doctrination program were the only factors influencing their development
; . they would be happy men indeed, Nevertheless, it will be argued below
that detente and the content of indoctrination may be two importaut

forces acting on the Soviet youth, The effects of these forces may

NP N

differ from the ones intended by the Soviet leaders,

i

The indoctrination program has been shown to consist of a huge
coordinated program of sensory inputs, These inpuis go together to
present a line which is formulated by a central authority consisting
of a handful of powerful elitist rulers who jealously guard their posi-
tion, In fact, the line itself may serve in part to maintain the
status quo politically. The line emanates from the form of physical
structures, the content of works of art, the media, education, enter-

: tainment, sports activities, ad nauseam,

The message contained in the line is that man is drawn by the forces
of history toward a communal or communist society where no classes exist,
Thus, there will be no social forms or modes of production to oppress man,

The road to communism is fraught with struggle because the fammer ruling

class does not give up its position easily, Therefore, in order to .»11d

€1
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the conditions for communism both soclally (the New Soviet Man) and
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matertally (an economy of abundance) the workers, led by the Communist

Party, join together in the socialist state, In this historical stage

B

they build the basis for communism and struggle against reactionary

i forces, The struggle or battle against the various enemies of socialism
~- becomes an overall theme of the indoctrination program, Even coopera-
tion with the enemy may in the long run enhance the struggle against

g‘ him, The Communist Party possesses infallible knowledge as to what is

right and where 1i:s the correct path to oomnunism.2 The fomula is
hyvnotic to millions, It proclaims the inevitability of a glorious
Utopia someday,
Whereas struggle is justified because it supposedly must mark the
. transition between stages of social development there is a basic contra-
diction with the notion of inevitability, If the victory of communism
is inevitable why must the heart of the revolution, the Soviet Union and
: the role of the party be protected at all costs?
1 The Soviet citizenry at any rate is being trained in military skills
L and the Soviet amed forces are being eniarged at a tremendous rate.3
The growth of the Soviet military, which significantly outstrips U,.S.
military growth, may bode 111 for future world peace.u The combination
3 of growing military imbalance between the United States and the Soviet
Union and the militaristic content of the Soviet indoctrination program
should at least give one cause for alam,
Where does detente, or peaceful coexistence as the Soviets call it,
i fit in? Does detente act in opposition to miiitaristic indoctrination?
; It vwould be too cumbersome and self-defeating to begin a discussion on

all the ramifications of detente here, Howevar, in relation to what has
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been covered above concerning the growth and promulgation of Soviet
military oriented indoctrination, it is appropriate to discuse detente
as it affects the indoctrination program,

The Soviets are naving problems building their economy, especially
relative to the Hest's.5 This places the Soviets in a weak situation
competitively with the West and generates restiveness at home, This
rvestiveness is enhanced by the influx of information concerning better
conditions which exist in the West, This information has ironically
accompanied detente and contradicts information contained in the in-
doctrination program, The Kremlin's dilemma is worsened by the fact
that they have bteen more or less forced to relax the Stalinist oppres-
siveness in order to enhance domestic incentive and productivity, This
relaxation could allow any existing femment to spread,

Domestic unrest in the Soviet Union must not be exaggerated, and
interpretation of its meanins must be approached with caution, The main
challenge, as it were, to the Soviet system is not a native desire to
ovartum things and set up private ownership, etc,, but a desire [En the
part of certaln interest groups at least/ to have a woice in state
dealings.6 If, however, the party allows others to have a say in state
policins, which would basically amount to democratic socialism, the party
would be surrendering its leading role.7

The Soviets are also vexed by the desire for better living conditions
and material wealth of their citizenry, This makes for demands on the
Soviet bhudget in addition to the burdensome allocations for the building
of communism,

Detente basically serves to take some of the a2conomic and techno-

logical developmental pressures off the Soviet government through trade




With the more prosperous west.e Certainly the Soviets would be hard

pressed to follow their military plans and appease their citizenry from

their own budget alone., Detente somewhat satisfies both demands.
Detente does carry with it certain unwanted baggage. These are

factors which undemine Soviet indoctrination.

/True communists/ are not going to abandon communisz in
exchange for the technology and credits they believe are
needed to build the Soviet Union the way they want it, But
they confidently expect their leaders, and the United States
as well, to provide the stability that will make this
building eesier, That's what detente mears to them,9

Regardless of communist resolve not to abandon ideology, Soviet
sources reveal the concern of the leadership for an uncontrollable

weakening of 1deology.10

The general Soviet line here is that the West
must not expect political and ideological concessions in exchange for
economic ties, etc,, i.e, detente will be stringently administered at
home,

Soviet citizens are instriucted that detente is a new form of
struggle against the enemles of socialism, "In view of the opposite
social systems, different modes of production, property systems, and
class interest, /detente/ is a dialectical blend of cooperation and
struggle."l1

Pravda in 1972 said that detente signifies not the cessation of
class struggle between the two systems but only the disavownl of the use
of military methods in this struggle.l2 Izvestia said that de*unte is
a means toward changing the social and political status quo in the world
to the advantage of communism, "Those who ignore this reality should be
put in a cage and exhibited alongside the Australian Kangaroo."13

Thus, while perscns in the West may consider that detente means
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convergence with the Soviets or a mellowins of Soviet resolve, an exam-
ination of Soviet propnetizations reveals that the Soviets are still
actively working for the rewolutionary overthrow of capitalism, espe-
cially with skillful and diverse methods of diplomacy, i.e, detente.14

Detente may be seen as a triple edged sword, It obtains for the
Soviets the import of technology that they need, a pcace image is estab-
lished to rebuild a tattered Soviet image, plus a hesitancy is cultivated
among Western powers to act or disrupt the apple cart., In addition,
detente acts as a shield, a defense against turmmoil on her borders, at
least not ¢n two fronts,

Leon Goure expressed a lopical observation concerning the apparent
contradiction batvween detente and Soviet militaristic indoctrination,

He said:

However much the climate of detente has seemed to
ameliorate Soviet-American relations nver the past few
years, one wonders whether the trainina that ‘he Soviet
leadershinp considers essential for its young people does
not more accurately reflect Moscow's true estimate of the
prospect for a lasting reconciliation,15

Detente in no way need be interpreted as a contradiction to military
preparedness in so far as it is apparently intended to serve the Kremlin,
One ne2d only recall Lenin's concept of the "zigzag" course of the revolu-
tion to support this probability, TNetente is not something which is in
opposition to military plans but a tactic which enhances world stability
and domestic development to the Soviets' pleasure, But in the realm of
intentions and effects detente takes on an important light and may pro-
foundly undermine Soviet indoctrination,

Detente has not been practiced over a long period of time, It has

not been deeply imbedded through indoctrination into the Soviet citizens'



» At

| e

| Madas

e e I

66
minds as have other party lines, It should be therefore relatively easy
to change from detente to another policy if the need arose, It is the
erosive effect of contradictory inputs that should concern the Kremlin,
and it does,
Melvin lLaird wrote in 1974 that the test of detente should include
the following:
1. There should be basic and open communications between the
United States and the Soviet Union.

2. There should be tangible mutual benefits in trade and other
commercial exchanges /So as not to give the Soviets tech-
nology with nothing as important to the United States in
raturq;7

3. There should be real and observable evidence of significant

reductions or limitations in military spending and the de-
ployment of strategic weapons,l

What Laird proposed are concrete deeds instead of noncommittal
words, The Soviets in turn realize the implications that these moves
Wwould have on their control, Indication of their concern may be deduced
from the negative reaction of the Soviets to such relaxations as laird
proposed, So far, the overall effect of the Soviet program is positive,
The Soviet leaders want to keep it that way,

The Kremlin has little to fear from the present generation, The
Soviet youth has better discipline, personal appearance, and study habits
than his peers ir the West, He also makes a better attempt at participae
ting in soclal activities, The Soviet youth is essentially patriotic and
loyal to the Soviet system.17 Most of them are unusually outspoken and
well informed for a society that still strives to restrict closely the
quantity and quality of information provided its citizens, Soviet
authorities seem willing to endure bourgeois subversion like rock and
roll, and the clothes and manner of speech of Westerners, so long as

the youth do not try to imitate the protest marches of their Western peers.18
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Problems and shortcomings of the Soviet program are real dut are
not dangerous and should not be exaggerated, There are quite visible
signs, however, that the spectrum of Soviet youth is wide, Some areas
of the spectrum show cause for concern, In a popular Soviet movie, for
example, four youths with the "approved” background kill another youth,
The question of why is not raised, Moscow streets at night reveal long-
haired youth, rises in juvenile delinquency, evidence of vandalism,
materialism and lost tradition with the revolutionary past.’’ Soviet
youth are outwardly clean and neat but compared to other nations' jovuth
they ars less committed to telling the truth or seeking intellectual
understanding. They rarely show aggressiveness.zo The Soviet clitizen
is a product of extreme politicization of social control which plays
its most important role in their youtk,

Abuses of authoritarian control may themselves have nurtured a
potential for trouble, We must not, however, assume that the abuses of
state power that have taken place have had an overall negative effact,
To do so may lead us both to misunderstand the appeal of the communist

system and to underrate its potential for survival.21

On the other hand,
the inherent drawbacks of an authoritarian system cannot be ignored,
Certainly the minus at least partially offsets the plus,

Excessive bureaucratization, exclusion of the masses from respon-
sible decision-making, and sometimes even from political participation
can result in consequences of boredom, indifference, and resentment due to
the invasion of privacy, The Soviets' demand for obedience has been at
the cost of imagination and productive innovation, On top of this, .he

indoctrination processes are oeing undermined by realities, Furthemore,

there may he the possibility that a degree of the loyalty shown, at least
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by the older citizens, to the regime may be somewhat a product of social
adjustment by the populace in order to survive comfortably, The pro-
ponients of th:e system, given the central control available, may prevail
far out of proportion to popular feeling.

There are enough indications, such as widespread alcoholisa and
worker indifference, to evidence a potsntial discontent, Bven devout
Marxists, at least in Eastem Furope, have called for socialism vith a
human face, Detente could serve to trig.er a chain reaction of discon-

tent.22

This is an important altemative to the intended effect of
detente,

Speculation must also be raised as to the effect of the indoctrina-
ticn program in spite of abuses and contradictions, It is entirely
feasitle, and evidence seems to confirm the fact, that through the many
years of deliberate indoctrination the Soviets have successfully fertil-
ized the seeds of militancy and dewtion to revolution. Perhaps the
program will reap more success than intended,

The Politburxo today is comprised of older men, men in their seven-
ties.23 This genexation has generally acted conservatively, especially
in regard to military matters, The use of military might in Czechoslovakia
in 1968 was reasonably predictable and explainable in terms of basic
imperatives of Soviet control and the role of the party, Khrushchev,
who preceded the present leadership, did not give the atom bomb to a
bellicose China who may have used it, In all probability, the immediate
successors to Brezhnev will act within the same framework as their prede-
cessors, in the spirit of detente., The behavior of future Soviet genera.
tions, on the other hand, may be more passionate, bellicose and impatient--

a product of the years of indoctrination,
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A highly nationalistic and militaristic populace which is willing
to continue a relatively austere life in order to lavish money on large
scale military expendiiures appears to be a primary goal of the indoc-
trination program, Since thie Soviet citizenry appears to follow such
a pattern, the indoctrination program would seem to be a success,

But rampant nationalism and xenophobia coupled #t+h military adven.
turism could spark a war that would realize the worst Russian fears of
renewed suffering and would destroy the Soviet Union as the base of the
communist rewolution, if not totally destroying the Soviet people,

If the Soviets are to continue their present militery growth they
may have to widen certain ideologically defined economic parsmeters,
Alteration of the economic basis of their ideology significantly degrades
it because Marxism is fundamentally an economic philosophy,

Whatever the ideological resultant is from current pressures, the
indoctrination program has made its mark, Perhaps a new Russian or
Soviet imperialism is in the making, to be clothed only lightly in
Marxist-Leninist trappings. Time alone will reveal whether the inciden-
tal effects of detente will erode the foundations of the New Soviet Man
or whether the militaristic content of indoctrination will prevail, or
whether neither will have a significant effect, Perhaps it is a contest
between the desire of man for material “"at hand" rewards and the inces-
sant far-reaching application of demands of struggling for future rewards,
History has given 1little indication that the masses have much of a mind
for tomorrcw, nor that they are willing to make sacrifices for tomorrow's
goals, But the past has also seen societies which were developing a more
and more comfortable standard of living throw all of their advancements

aside in favor of the alluring thrill of expansionism and war,
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Universily of Notre Dame Press, 1963, p. 139, Gurian has collected a
nusber of important quotss from Soviet doccuments conceming education
and cultursl policies (pp. 139-152) and statements concerning Russian
nationalism and Soviet patriotism (pp. 152-157).

23Noa.h, "Communist Schooling,” p., 73. In reference to history or
ocontemporary events a Soviet citizen will protably receive a slanted
picture or not receive any information at all, See "Here's World War II
in Soviet Terms,” South Bend Tribune, Thursday, Janusry 16, 1975, p. 8
Michael McGuire, "A Soviet View,"” micago ’I‘rib\me, Sunday, October 28
1973, and “Television's Grip on "tne ‘Globe," Chicago Tribune, Sunday,
July 7, 1974, Section 2, p, 8, Pmpaganda and censorship will be dis-
cussed further below,

2“Sae V. I, Lenin, "The Immediate Tasks of the Soviet Government,"
Selected Works, Vol, VII and Ralph Talocott Fisher, Jr,, Pattern for
Soviet Youths A Study of the Congresses of the Komsomol, 1918-1954, New
York, Columbia University Press, 1959, p, 71.
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26"Reasons for High University Drop-Out Rate Discussed,” Radio
Liberty Dispatch, September 3, 1965,

27Laon Goure, The Military Indoctrination of Soviet Youth, New
York National Strategy information Center, inc., 1973, p. 1¥.

28114., p. 15.

291b1d.. p. 14,
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Goure, Military Indoctrination, p. 16.
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% 32py gher, Pattem, p. 241,
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j Brvia,
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3SIbid.. p. 18,
®rwd., p. 19.

3 3 The 1949 changes in the Komsomol By-laws reiterated that the

: role and responsibility of the Komsomol was to te a vehicle of Party

: directives, The chief thing in all the work of the Komsomol "is to
insure the leadership of the Party." "Changes in the Komsomol By-laws, "
] April 4, 1949 as recorded in Maisel & Kozera, eds,, Materials for the
Study of the Soviet System, 1953, pp, 423-424,

38 Article 126 of the 1936 "Stalin" Cunstitution, ibid., p. 263,
This mentality which opposes independent group activity is carried
through to Soviev criminal law which reads that crimes committed by
groups are far mole serious than those committed by individuals,

3()Sebe Fisher, Pattern, p. 9.

uoIbid.. p. 13,
4

Kassof, Soviet Youth Program, p. 2.

I
*?‘Bronfenbmnner, Tvo Worlds, p, 11,

uBP. Y. Shelest said that Soviet authorities "should not put up
with any fuzginess in dialogue or any grayness in literature and .rt."
"Party Leaders Lash Out,"” New York Times, Aprii 1, 1970, p. 3.

Il
Goure, Military Indoctrination, p. 16.
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ltoure, Military Indoctrination, p. 17.

Zme Party tries to imbue him with a sense of responsibility for
state affairs, Students are also given a high degree of responsibility
in university affairs, They also participate actively in trade unions
and loczl government bodies,

3Goure, Military Indoctrination, p. 20.

uanfenbmner, Two Worlds, p. 30.

Snad,

6"Horrlod About Dzlinquency, Soviet Boss Urges Dialogue," Christian
Science Monitor, April 10, 1973, p. 4, Western edition.

7anfanbmner, Two Worlds, p. 6.
8 bid., p. 55.

9Ib1dl' p' 57'
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"Yorried About Delinquency,” Christian Science Monitor, p. 4.

11;,6eph Novak, The Future Is Ours, Comrade, New York, E. P. Dutton
& Co,, Inc,, 1964, p, 101,

lz'rhe rov against row fomat of competition must be very effective,
This writer witnessed an experiment on group competition where two
opposing "sides” were detemined arbitrarily, The entire group was a
television studio audience, Thue, the group had nothing mcre in common
than that they occupied the same room, Two welli-known aspeakers on the
stage instructed the group that one-half of the group was to identify
itself with one speaker and the other half with the other speaker, The
two speakers then began a dialogue of wits between each other, all the
#hile @liciting support from "their" side, Soon, the group was behaving
in an animated way, Each "side" was supporting "their* spaakar's point
of view with increas’‘ng frenzy!

{Yagsof, Soviet Youth Prog:am, p. 38.

luBronfenbmnner, Two Worlds, p,62-63, The standard "TAT" consists
of a picture or paotograph., The examinee relates o the professionally
trained examiner what the picture means to him, There shouid not bve a
right or wrong answer since the test is designed, in the United States
at least, to revsal individual’s character makeup,

158chwar*,z, "Elusive 'Wew Soviet Man,'" p, 41,
161 vid,, p. b46.
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1717 1972 membership was 25,000,000, according to a figure given
during a speech at a gathering of the All-Union Young Pioneer Organiza-
tion, Current Digest of the Soviet Press (hereafter referred to as
Current Digest), May 19, 1972, XXIV. A person may join as young as 8
years old and continuz his membership to about age 15. Goure, Military
Indoctrination, p. 16.

18800 the following articles vhirh reflect the current "line™ and
actual status of religion ir the Soviet Unions L, Gavrilov, “"The Shadows
Retreat,” Pravda, June 2, 1977 as reported in Current Digest, June 2,
1972, XXIV; Michael HcGuire, “God Is Not Dead in the Soviet Union,”

Chi Tribune, Sunday, Deceaber 29, 1974, Section 2, pp. 1 and 8;
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Yu, Safronav, "The Atheist’'s Authority,” Izvestia, Noveaber 12, 1971,
p, 3, as veported in Current Digest, Noveaber 12, 1971, XXIiI,
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ZOSch\n.rtz, *Elusive *'New Soviet Man,'" p. 50.

2lure, Military Indoctrination, p. 16,

22Il:d(l., n, 20, The 24th Party Congress of the C.F.S,U, stressed
the need Tor continuing sducation, After the 8 years of compulsory
education (referred to as "incomplete sscondary education"), there
should be an opportunity to cbtain a “complete secondary sducation.”
Three follo¥ on programs wWere outlined by the Congress: 1) General
education school, i.e. grades 9, 10, and 11; or 2) specialized secondary
school or "technicue™; or 3) secondary wocational-technical school.

V. Kochemasov, Pravaa, July 4, 1972, p, 3 as reported in Current Digest,
July &, 1972, XXIV,

238churt.s, "Elusive 'New Soviet Man,'" p, &b,
2".Honry Werba, "Komsomol Check-up to be Preceded by Thorough

Polit{,.gzl Indoctrination of Youth,” Radio Liberty Dispatch, October
26, 1966,
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zglcassof, Soviet Youth Program, p, 61,

3OSee Current Digest, June 27, 1971, YXIII,
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33300 Goure, Military Indoctrination, pp. 15-16, 18«19 & 26, DOSAAF
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. continuous tmining.

3"ili].lnn F, Soott, "Universal Military Service in the Soviet Union”

(unpublished), January 1974, p. 7. This “permission” to play war is
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3600\11'0. Military Indoctrination, p. 40. An augment to Pioneer
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19, 1973, p, 10,

%Coure. Military Indoctrination, p, 69,

: ugniddloton, "Shortcomings,” p, 10, Seec Harriet Fast Scott, "Educa-
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5:‘Z"‘\.oure, Military Indoctrination, pp. 48-i49,

SBIbid.. p. 49,

y‘Ibid.' p. 1.
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Dispatch, November 4, 19%6.

561 bid,
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Unlon, #€ (263}, 1976, p. W6,
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63"Undergmund Journal,™ New York Times, January &, 1973, p. 10.
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65ugoviets Hungry For 300d Books,” South 3end Tribune, Sunday,
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“Xonsomol Congress” New Ycrk Times, May 31, 1970, Section 4, p, 6,
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1970, p. 36.
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wendigheit” as quoted in Arthur ¥, Hanhardt, Jr, “The Political System
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A paper prespared for presentation at the annual meeting of the Westem
Political Science Assoctation, Albuquerque, N, X, April 8-10, 1971, p. 17,

133. B, Ti{to to the Prestdium of the Council, Yusgoslav Trade tLrion
redemation, 18 Decemder, 1971 as quoted in Bucounter, wol, XXXIX, #2,
August 1972, p. 70,

lusmnfenbrenner, Two dorlds, v, H0,
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Yrvid., p. 18,

lécuert.taan, "Brezhnev Compares,” p, 2,
17807\:\10 Jezior, "Military Wives ¥Yisit Soviet union,” Ailr Force
Times, April 30, 197¢, &, T,
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reported in Current Digest, September B, 1972, XXIV.
f 2))eksandr I, Solzhenitsyn, The Guiag Archipelago 1918-1956; An
Experiment in Literary investigation, Parts I % II, trans, Thomas P.

E . Whitney, Now York, Harper & Row, 1973, p. 478.

ZlCurmnt Mgest, June 1972, XXV from an article in Molodoi Kommu-
3 nist,

: 228cmartz, "Elusive ‘New Soviet Man,'" p. 43,

. 23mnmtion prograas themselves are lagging behind scientific and
: technical developments, Current Digest, June 1572, XXV,

X

3 i 2“A11'rod ", Meyer, leninisa, New York, Praeger, 1972, pp. 23-2,
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“Should Soviet Man Be Motivated By Rewolutiomary Service or
Material Incentive,” @dio Liberty Dispatch, October 24, 1966,

! 26

Kassof, Soviet Youth Prozmaa, p, 144,

Z'mn Pisaenny, “The Social *'Crimes®' of Youth,” Youth in Fement,

‘ Institute for the Study of the U.S.S,R., Munich, July 1962, Serties I,

#66, p. 91. Communists have tried the same approach nf making unreaploy-
aent a crime, Granma, March 28, 1971, Year € # 13, p. 5. The ideologi-
cal imaplicatione of unemployment in & "vworker's state” must not de
fgnored,

zahuof. Soviot Youth Progmam, p, 6%

29A sindlar effect was displayed when “smodemization™ swept the
¥est, Zootsuits, “wodern” art and the infinite epistles o abtstmct

phtlosophies flocurishod i{n the 1920¢ and 30s., See Taylicr, Froa Sare-
Jjew 1o Potsdam, vp. 100-117.

30

Current Digeet, July 22, 1972, XXIV 7roe an \rticle in vehityel-
skaya Gaseta.
N

Current Mgest, NXoveadber 1, 1972, XXIV f{rom an article in
Literstumays Gaseta.

32

33’1?\15 writer 13 no* isplying that unrest in East Burmope asy bde
assuand to indicate equal o> sizilar unrest ir the Soviet Unlon., In
fact, it is unlikely that any youth unvest {n the Soviet uUnion is poten-
tially explosive at all., in> instability in Bast Rurope s a factor of
mationalisa and scvereianty in whe face of 3oviet negemony, This hegesony
ts manifest by the vresence of Scviet (i.e, foreign) trvops in st Eurcpe
and by the existence of Sovist functionaries who tontrol various kast
Burcpean governmen*s, In addition, the political situation in Zmst Durope
evolved fairly suddeniv and no' 8o lonk azc  late 105 , Therefore,

See Nilowan Djiias, T™he Xew Clais, New York, Praeger, 1957,




there are many people still living who can recall altermative social
institutions and 1ife styles., 1f there is danger of explosion in the
Soviet Union it prodably lies with the same origins as in kst Nurope,
1.0, matiomalisn. Tho Soviet Union is a composite cf many mtiomsli-
ties, They fom a majority over ths Russian reople,

3“Soo Schwarts, “Elusive *New Soviet Man,'” p, 40,

35-“.“';195 Students t© be Ideologically Reliable,” Madio Liberty
ispetch, Jamuary 1, 1973.

%ﬂdﬂck Smith, "Soviets Troudied by Teer Age Crine,” New York
Times, Pebruary 13, 1972, v, S.

37800 Walter D, Comnor, "Jissent in a Complex Socliety: The Soviet
Cace,” Prohleme of Communisa, Xarch-April, 1973, wel, XXII.

}Bllbhl Galay, ~“Young Soviet Intellectuals and the Ammed Porces,”
Youth in Ferment, Munich, Institute for the Study of the U.S,S.R,, July
1982, Zeries ¥, #66, 0. 55.

kasact, Joviet Youth Program, p. 41.
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“zhn Communiists expvess their line t5 thelr ropulace oftenr through
slomans., Changes i{n these carefilly worded dictums often prove indica-
ti~e of tasic policy changes., Duswa! helieves that the Sovists offer
the slogant as a “peek” ineide Soviet intentiona, He cites the fact that
the slomanc are relaased in the Janday nevs, thus achieving the widest
readership of these ~ldeoiogically ehrined ruccinct statements of ssic
Soviet forvigr and domestic policy atms.,* Christian Duewal, "October
slogans oY 1972 ard 1973 Coapared,” Zadio Liberty Dispatech, October 17,
1973, p. 1. However, no zttempt is made to editorialize, anmlyse or
point out new featurws {rn the slogmns. It is typical of the Communistis
to save their bridges denhind them 8o that they can quickly jump to new
“correct lines” without deinz eubarrassed by concrete contmdictions,

T

)
jczmu.m ey .i, “Coaparisor of October Slogmns 1971.1972. -
mdio Liderty Dspatch, COctloder 15, 1972,
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5?::\’&1, April 1%, 197¢, p, 1 as reported in Current Mgest, May 7,
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u85ee vV, F, Lebedenskii, "The Role of Komsomol and Young Pioneer
Grganizations in Instilling Ideological Steadfastness, A Sense of Civic
Duty and Conscious Discipline in Schoolchildren,” Soviet Education,
March 1975, pp. 22-27, 32-36, 45-47, See also W, W, Bri~'man, ed,,
"Education in the Soviet Union: Change Within Continuity,* School and
Society, January 1972, pp. 29-33, April 1972, pp. 241-270; “Current
Pclicies and Priorities in Soviet EBducations Symposium,"” Soviet Educa-
tion, January 1974, op, 3-~98; "Moral Education of Soviet Schoolchildren
Symposium,” Scviet Education, November 1974, pp. 3-112 and J, T, Zepper,
“fecent and Contenporary Soviel Educational Thought," School and Society,
January 1972, pp. 40-43,

49

Kassof, Soviet Youth Program, D, 5.

%0 The word "Russian” is not casually used here or elsewhere as a
syncnya for a citizen of the Soviet Union., Ethnically identifiable
"Rassians"” form a huge group within the Soviet multinational union,

They enjoy a privileged position in their society bordering on "racism,"
However, they do not comprise a numerical majority over non-Russians,
Focus 4n this essay remains on "Russian" characteristics due to their
cultural sway and to avoid endless digressions concerning various national
responses to the indoctrination program,
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produced items displayed in store windows are only for export, or for
85"~ to a privilesed few, "Detente's Meaning to the Russians: A Better

: . Lifs," U,S, News & World Report, July 8, 1974, p, 17,
S In14,
¢ ) 10

The Soviet Union has not jammed the Voice of America since 1973,
The VOA, however, concerns itself basically with "selling the United
States” and is not designed as a "substitute free press for Soviet
1listeners which would deal more with intermal Soviet or Communist affajrs
such as do Radio Free Burope and Radio Liberty (both of which remained
jammed by the Soviets), James Keogh, "How a Troubled America Puts Best
Foot Forward Abroad,” U,S., News & World Report, September 30, 1974, p, 39,
The Soviet Union had spent $150 million & year just to jam the VOA, Jam-
ming is very expensive and the decision to continue jamming numerous other
radio sources today attests to Soviet fears of outside information,
"Jamming Radio," New York Times, November 14, 1970, p. 6, Soviet ex-
penditures for jamming all sources in 1972 was estimated at $300 million.

Censorship in general is a big business in the Soviet Union, The
system includes a complete state monopoly over all physical means of
communication, a monopoly which has been extended and guarded throughout
the 55-year history of the Soviet state, It also includes a vast bureauc-
racy of officlals, controlled and administered in centralized fashion by
the top party and government organs, It insures that information and
ideas shall not be disseminated to the people by any media without prior
approval by the appropriate authorities,

The aim of Soviet censorship is not only preventive, but alsn ideo-
logically activist; that is to say, it strives to insure that its citizens
see all events and issues only in the way predetemmined by officials of
the Central Committee to wirich the whole censorship system is subordinate,
The late Soviet literary critic Arkadi Belinkov said in london in January
1370: "Censorship, as practiced in the Soviet Union, is a new phenomenon
in the history of thought control, Before it emerged, dictatorial socie-
ties, from antiquity had been concermed merely to repress heretical
opinions, whereas the Soviet Communist Party has introduced a system so
thorough that {t not only censors a writer but dictates what he should
say.” "Impediments to the Free Flow of Information and Ideas to and in-
side the Scviet Union," Radio Liberty Dispatch, November 20, 1972,
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11Jan Prazky, "The Dialectics of Detente," World Marxist Review,
vol, 17 # 9, September 1974, p, 129,

12"Current Tasks of Ideological Work," Pravda, editorial July 8,
1972, p. 5.

13

“Jean Riollot, "Peaceful Coexistence & Australian Kangarocs," Radio
Liberty Dispatch, September 26, 1973,

¥eh Astian Dueval, "Two More C.P,S.J. Officials Corroborate Sakharov's
Waming on Detente," Radio Liberty Dispatch, September 12, 1973, p. 3.
Since the terms "peaceful coexistence" and "detente” in their Soviet con-
notation signify on the one hand an absence of war and on the otner hand
an intensification of the struggle betweer zompeting systems by means




Lk e

NI e Ay i Lt

91

short cs war, "it fcllows that the period after the conclusion of a
treaty or arrangement on European security [f'or exanpl_e] is likely to

be one in which opportunities for subversion of Western societies will
be exploited fully by the Soviet Union." Brian Crozier, ed,, The Peace-
time Strategy of the Soviet Union, Institute for the Study of Conflict,

February-March, 1973, p. 65.

1SGoure, Military Indoctrination, p, v,
16

Laird, "Let's Not Fool Ourselves," pp, 58-59,

17Goure, Military Indoctrination, p. 73.
18
p. 6.

Vryid.

20

“Komsonol Congress," New York Times, May 31, 1970, Section &4,

Bronfenbrenner, Two Worlds, pp, 77 & 81,
Zlﬂoah, "Communist Schooling,"” p. 73.

2"ZSee Cyril E. Black & Thomas P, Thormton, eds,, Communism and
Revolutions The Strategic Uses of Political Violence, Princeton, N, J,,
Princeton University Press, 1971, p., 410 and Constantine 0lgin, "Soviet
Philosophy in the International Arena; Preparations in the U,$,S.R. for
the XVth World Congress of Philosophy," Radic Liberty Dispatch, August
1973, p. 49. )

23"’rhe Brezhnev Mystery - Who Will Run Russia?" U,S, News & World
Report, February 10, 1975, p. 35.
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